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1. Ever since apostolic times the Church showed deep con-
cern to offer  a type of worship which would meet the exi-
gency of God’s utter holiness. Therefore, she always prayed 
to God the Father, particularly in the Latin tradition, 
through Christ in the Holy Spirit, since Our Lord Jesus 
Christ instructed us to adore God “in Spiritu et Veritate” 
(John 4:23). In fact, it is only “in the Holy Spirit” that one 
can truly adore Christ, that is, recognize His Divinity, ac-
cording to the words of Saint Paul: “Nemo potest dicere, 
Dominus Iesus, nisi in Spiritu Sancto” (1 Cor 12:3). In 
the Lord’s Prayer, we pray first of all that God’s name be 
hallowed: “sanctificetur Nomen Tuum”. This means that 
when the faithful pray and worship God, they must be 
conscious that He is the All-Holy God, and must behave 
accordingly. Jesus Christ Himself in His “High Priestly 
Prayer” (John 17) began by asking for the glorification of 
both the Son and the Father (John 17:1) and He referred 
to His Father  as “Holy Father” (John 17:11).
 
2. Hence awareness of God’s deep holiness is the first con-
dition and is typical of Christian worship. And, naturally, 
it demands typical gestures of adoration, such as bowing, 
prostrations, and also silence, which expresses an interior 
attitude of awe and reverence. The most authoritative wit-
ness to these fundamental attitudes of Christian worship is 
the Book of the Apocalypse, which presents to the eyes of 
Christians the heavenly liturgy as the real model for wor-
ship on earth. The reference to the model of the heavenly 
worship (specifically the allusion to the angels) is the main 
and constant characteristic of the liturgy throughout the 
two millennia, from the Apostolic Fathers up to the Mag-
isterium of the Second Vatican Council. From the mul-

tiple witnesses to this attitude from the most ancient times 
are to be mentioned here St. John Chrysostom (4th – 5th 
century), witnessing the liturgical tradition of Antioch 
and Constantinople. The liturgy of the Church has to be 
modeled by the heavenly liturgy of the angels. Therefore 
the Church on earth in worshipping and adoring the Di-
vine Majesty mostly in the Eucharistic liturgy has the duty 
to imitate the angels in the interior disposition (purity 
of heart) and in the exterior gestures. The following wit-
nesses from the Patristic time demonstrate that this was 
the conscience of the universal Church (Rome, Carthage, 
Jerusalem, Antioch/Constantinople), being consequently 
an indispensable and constant criterion for an authentic 
liturgical tradition.

3. To Saint John Chrysostom, also known by the title “doc-
tor eucharisticus”, the tradition of the Byzantine Church 
attributes the authorship of the liturgy or the anaphora 
called after his name. In his sermons this Saint repeatedly 
stresses the presence of the angels in the earthly liturgy 
and invites the faithful to worship God in spiritual union 
with them. St. John names the angels “con-servants” (syn-
douloi, this expression is found already in Apoc 19:10 and 
Apoc 22:9) of the faithful who celebrate in joy the paschal 
Eucharistic liturgy (cf. Sermo adversus ebrios et de resurrec-
tione, 2: PG 50, 435). In his homilies on Isaiah the “doc-
tor eucharisticus” describes the spiritual union of the wor-
shipping faithful with the angels in such a way as if there 
would be no difference between the voice of the faithful 
and the voice of the angels, as if they would sing with one 
identical voice the hymn of the Sanctus. The fundament 
of this union is Christ himself through the sacrifice of the 
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ANNIVERSARIES IN 2017
As in the lives of men, anniversaries are also celebrated in the lives 
of peoples. And 2017 is full of anniversaries; not all anniversaries 
however, merit a cake with candles.

The most talked about anniversary has been Martin Luther’s.

Five hundred years have passed since October 31st 1517 when 
Luther nailed his 95 theses on the great door of Wittenberg Cathe-
dral. An action which would set in motion the so-called Protestant 
Reformation and mark the end of Medieval Christendom.

Two centuries later, on June 29th 1717, The Grand Lodge of London 
was founded. This event is considered the birth of Modern Freema-
sonry, which in turn, is directly connected to the French Revolution. 
The Masonic Lodges in effect, were the intellectual, operative labo-
ratories in which the Revolution of 1789 was hatched. 

On October 26th or November 7th 1917, depending whether the 
Gregorian or the Julian calendars are adopted, the Lenin and Trotsky 
Bolshevik Party occupied the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg. Thus, 
the Russian Revolution entered history and has yet to leave it.

1517, 1717, 1917, then, are three symbolic dates, three events 
that are part of a single process. Pius XII, in his speech to the 
men of Catholic Action on October 12th 1952, summed it up like 
this: “Christ yes, Church no; (the Protestant Revolution against the 
Church); then: God yes, Christ no; (the Masonic Revolution against 
the central mysteries of Christianity); finally the impious cry: God 
is dead; rather: God has never existed (the atheistic Communist 
Revolution). And here – Pius XII concludes - is the attempt to build 
the structure of the world upon foundations that we do not hesi-

tate in pointing out as, the principals responsible for the danger 
that threatens mankind”.

Three stages of a single process which is now reaching its pinnacle. 
The Church called it Revolution, with a capital R, to describe its 
metaphysical essence and historical, centuries-old significance.

Yet, this year there is a fourth anniversary which, till now, has been 
discussed very little. 2017 is also the first centenary of the Fatima 
apparitions and it is in light of the Fatima message that I propose 
to examine the three revolutions that are commemorated this year. 

SOME PRINCIPALS TO REMEMBER
The first element to emphasize is that we are speaking here about 
historical facts.
 
The apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima, between May 13th and Oc-
tober 13th 1917, are an objective historical fact, not a subjective 
religious experience of Our Lady appearing to the three little shep-
herds. 

Historians imbued by rationalism, including many Catholic ones, 
would like to expel all that is supernatural from history – miracles, 
revelations and heavenly messages – consigning them to the pri-
vate sphere of the faith. However, these miracles, these apparitions 
and these messages, when they are authentic, are part of history, 
in the same way as war and peace and all that happens in history 
and which history records.

The Fatima apparitions were events that happened in a precise 
place at a particular moment in history. Events verified by thou-
sands of witnesses and a thorough canonical investigation, which 
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His Excellency Archbishop Sample was appointed Bishop of Mar-
quette by Pope Benedict XVI on December 13, 2005.  He is the 
first member of the American hierarchy to be born in the 1960s—in 
Kalispell, a scenic town in rugged western Montana.  He chose as 
his motto Contemplare Vultus Christi –To Look Upon Christ’s Face.  
On January 29, 2013, he was appointed by Pope Benedict XVI as 
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon.  

His Excellency holds a licentiate in canon law from the Pontifical 
University of St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome (the Angelicum), as well 
as a Bachelor of Science degree and a Master of Science degree 
in Metallurgical Engineering from Michigan Technological University.    
 
When Pope Benedict XVI issued Summorum Pontificum in 2007, 
then-Bishop Sample decided to learn on his own to celebrate the 
Traditional form of the Roman Rite.  In 2012 he announced he 
would offer the Mass approximately once a month on Sundays in 
his cathedral church.  He has also ordained transitional deacons 
for the Fraternal Society of Saint Peter in the Traditional form.  

At the climax of the 2016 Summorum Pontificum pilgrimage to 
Rome, Archbishop Sample celebrated a pontifical Solemn Mass in 
the Traditional Form at the faldstool at the Altar of the Chair of St 
Peter at the Basilica of Saint Peter.  
 

The Paulus Institute recommends the video of His Excellency’s ad-
dress at the 18th Cologne International Liturgical Conference, held 
at Herzogenrath on 29 March - 1 April 2017, which is available at: 
 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtOArlXW4bs

and also his homily at the Brigittine Monastery of Our Lady of Con-
solation in Amity, Oregon, March 1, 2014, at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3K-x6odm8Sc

See also the website of The Paulus Institute at: 
www.ThePaulusInstitute.org

Donations to The Paulus Institute would be appreciated to offset 
the considerable expenses of the 2018 Shrine Mass— particularly 
for live video broadcast, professional photography, choirs for mu-
sical accompaniment, etc., either by PayPal at our website, or by 
postal mail to: 

The Paulus Institute
P.O. Box 201
Great Cacapon, WV 25422
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