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FROM THE PROVINCIAL

Laudetur Jesus Christus!

hose of you who are more familiar with the Priestly

Fraternity of St. Peter know that we are a Society of
Apostolic Life rather than a Religious Order or a group
of diocesan priests. Perhaps the easiest way of describing
this is to say that we are “between” a Religious Order and
the diocesan priesthood. Unlike Religious, we do not take
Religious Vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. Unlike
diocesan priests, we have a specific charism and we normally
live together in community. Although a few of our priests
live by themselves due to various circumstances, most of our
priests live in an apostolate with
one or more other priests. Why
is community life so important
for priests?

To answer that question, we
can take note that God created
humans as social creatures.
God Himself, after creating
Adam, said “It is not good for
man to be alone” (Gen. 2:18).
Due to different temperaments,
some people need more
companionship than others,
but a completely solitary life
is always the hardest. It is true
that the Church recognizes that
some people are called to live as
solitaries or hermits, but that
vocation is not common. It is
common for married couples to
lose a spouse due to death, but
God gives the surviving spouse
graces to bear this difficult cross. It is one thing if a priest has
to live alone due to circumstances in his life or assignment; it
is another thing if the priest is never given this opportunity
and that cross is placed on him from the beginning.

In a person living on his own for a lengthy period, it is
common for a mentality of self-sufficiency to set in and a
lack of sensitivity to others to develop—society even holds a
stereotype of the old bachelor who is cranky and eccentric.
This is not the ideal for a priest who is to shepherd a flock
and bring them Jesus Christ! For an emotionally and
psychologically healthy environment, a person should have
someone whom he can pray with and talk with, to go to for
strength and advice and have some recreation or enjoyment
with as well. If he doesn’t have this, the inevitable difficulties

in life will be compounded and he can become much more
easily burned out, angry or depressed. In such a state, it is all
the easier to turn to unproductive, dangerous, or even sinful
ways to cope.

Each human being needs a certain amount of emotional
support—either more or less depending upon his temperament.
A priest should get this from his fellow priests, not from the
laity to whom he is a spiritual father. It is good for both the
priest and the laity to recognize this and to strive to keep
relationships well-ordered.

Community life is also a
way of bringing us closer to
Christ. St. Paul instructs us
in Galatians 6:2 “Bear ye one
another’s burdens; and so you
shall fulfill the law of Christ.”
It is also a way of fulfilling Our
Lord’s words in the Gospel:
“For where there are two or
three gathered together in My
Name, there am I in the midst
of them” (Mt. 18:20). Our
Lord did not send His disciples
out alone, but two by two to
preach the Gospel. The Church
document Congregavit nos in
unum Christi amor teaches: “In
parishes, it may sometimes be
difficult to co-ordinate parish
life and community life...
Urgent pastoral needs must
. never lead us to forget that the
best service a religious community can give to the Church is
that of being faithful to its charism.” (#25)

Although falling into tepidity is an ever-present danger in
the spiritual life, God gives us the grace to avoid this. With
His help, we can be faithful to the little things in the spiritual
life, and we can make the sacrifices He asks of us out of love.
By doing this, we will fulfill the purpose of our lives and grow
each day closer to Him.

Tr. Vel Airee , FSEP

Fr. William Lawrence, FSSP
North American Provincial



Dr. David Arias

TH E N EW EVE Professor of Philosophy

Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary

Genesz's describes the Triune God’s creation of Adam
in these words: “the Lord God formed man of
dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living being” (2:7)
Since it was not good for the first man to be alone the
Lord God made a helper fit for him. God did so by
bringing forth the first woman from the side of Adam.
Genesis teaches that “the man called his wife’'s name Eve,
because she was the mother of all the living” (3:20).

God created both Adam and Eve in the state of
sanctifying grace and endowed them with many infused
virtues, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and a number of
preternatural gifts. These preternatural gifts, which
do not strictly belong to the supernatural order, freed
Adam and Eve from ignorance, concupiscence, pain,
and death.

This set of supernatural and preternatural gifts
constituted Adam and Eve’s state of original justice.
And for as long as Adam and Eve faithfully served the
Triune God, original justice was not only a priceless
treasure for them to keep and enjoy, but also a priceless
inheritance for them to pass on to all their descendants.

St. Thomas teaches that in the state of original
justice, Adam (and, by implication, Eve too) lived a
rich spiritual life. Amongst other things, St. Thomas
tells us that based on God’s supernatural revelation
to him, Adam had explicit faith in the Blessed Trinity
and explicit faith in the Incarnation as the means to
divine beatitude. Further, St. Thomas says that Adam
understood his marriage with Eve to be a sign of the
mystery of the union of Christ with His Church.

Yet, as we know, something went terribly wrong. Out
of envy for Adam and Eve living their divine life in
the state of original justice, the devil induced them to
rebel against the Triune God through grave sin. Their
sin was primarily one of pride. By eating of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, from which God had
forbidden them to eat, our first parents sinfully desired
to determine for themselves what was good and what
was evil.

And as a direct effect of this grave sin both Adam and
Eve lost sanctifying grace and all the supernatural and
preternatural gifts which depended on it. This profound
loss not only affected them, but also their descendants.
For original justice was no longer theirs to pass on as a
priceless inheritance to any of their descendants.




So, instead of inheriting the state of original justice from our first parents, we
unfortunately inherit the state of original sin.

Thankfully, we know from the Triune God’s supernatural revelation that this is not
the end of the story. While prior to the Fall, Adam had explicit faith in the Incarnation
and in Christ as the Mediator between man and the Blessed Trinity, God had not yet
revealed to him that Christ would also be the Redeemer of mankind and the new Adam.
While Adam, prior to the Fall, did grasp that his marriage with Eve was a sign of the
mystery of Christ united to His Church, God had not yet revealed to him that there
would be a new Eve who would be the pre-eminent member of the Church.

And it was in view of the redemptive Incarnation which would essentially involve the
new Adam and the new Eve that the Triune God permitted the sin of our first parents.
Speaking to this, Fr. Garrigou-Lagrange writes: “God permits evil only for a greater
good, and He would not have permitted the immense evil which is original sin if He
did not have in view the greater good which is the redemptive Incarnation....It sings
the glory of God more loudly than all the stars in the firmament. The Word made
flesh, our Savior, is infinitely greater than the first innocent man. Making necessary
allowances, Mary is also incomparably superior to Eve.”

St. Paul expressly teaches that the Word made flesh is the new and greater Adam.
He writes: “Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being’; the last
Adam became a life-giving spirit... The first man was from the earth, a man of dust;
the second man is from heaven... Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust,
we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven” (I Corinthians 15:45-49).

And, for more than one theological reason, the Fathers of the Church call our Lady
“the new Eve.” One main reason this title is supremely fitting for her is that, in the
supernatural order, the Blessed Virgin is “the mother of all the living.” Hence, St.
Ephrem calls Mary, “Mother of life and of salvation, Mother of the living and of all
men.” And Fr. Garrigou-Lagrange explains this beautiful teaching as follows: “She is not
the Mother of all men in a general way, as may be affirmed of Eve in the nature order,
but of each man in particular, for she intercedes for each and obtains for each all the
graces he receives... Mary is the Mother of infidels in that she is destined to engender
them to grace, and in that she obtains for them the actual graces which dispose them
for the faith and for justification. She is Mother of the faithful who are in the state of
mortal sin, in that she watches over them by obtaining for them the graces necessary
for acts of faith and hope, and for disposing them for justification. Of those who have
died in the state of mortal sin, she is no longer the mother: she was their mother. She
is fully the Mother of the just, since they have received sanctifying grace and charity
through her. She cares for them with tender solicitude so that they may continue in
grace and grow in charity. She is in an eminent way the Mother of the blessed who
can no longer lose the life of grace.”

And it is under the new Adam, Who is the Head of the Church, that the new Eve,
the pre-eminent member of the Church, exercises her supernatural motherhood with
respect to all men. Indeed, right now in Heaven, with their glorified bodies, the new
Adam and the new Eve are the exemplars to us of the eternal beatitude to which we
are all called. And, right now, by the graces which they make available to us, the new
Adam and the new Eve are inviting us to, and waiting for us in, that divine paradise
of which the Garden of Eden was merely a sign and foreshadowing. =}




MATER MISERICORDIAE, PHOENIX
CONSECRATION OF A CHURCH BELL

Fr. Zachary Barry, FSSP

Before a bell is placed in the bell tower of
a church, it must first be blessed, and this
blessing is a solemn rite of consecration that has
been likened to a baptism. After the praying of
several psalms, the bell is thoroughly washed
with holy water before receiving multiple
anointings with both the oil of the sick and
the sacred chrism. During these anointings, the
bell is named. It is then filled with the smoke of
holy incense and receives a final prayer before
the rite ends with a Gospel reading.

On Saturday, June 13, Bishop Peter Dai
Bui—newly consecrated auxiliary bishop of
Phoenix—visited Mater Misericordiae Church
to consecrate a newly acquired church bell:
“Kenneth,” the name of a 6th century Irish
missionary abbot, chosen to honor our beloved
Fr. Kenneth Walker. Many of the parishioners
came to assist at this blessing, despite the desert
heat and the substantial length of the rite—a
testament to the edifying and efficacious nature
of this ceremony as well as to their great love
for Fr. Walker, whose parents and family were
also present.

These themes of dispelling evil and
strengthening the faithful in right worship are
present also in the prayer prayed after the first
anointing of the bell, when it receives a large
cross on its exterior with the oil of the sick.
This prayer recalls the silver trumpets which
Moses had made for the priests to blow at the
time of sacrifice, to call the people to adore the
Lord: “when its melody shall ring in the ears

of the peoples, may devotion to faith increase
in them; may all the snares of the enemy be
driven far away, the crash of hail, the storm
of whirlwinds, the onslaught of tempests;
may injurious thunders be tempered; may the
blasts of the winds be healthily and moderately

SR (e ot

LR ] suspended; may the airy powers be overthrown

RYE {.l_ by the right hand of your might.”

Bishop Bui blessing Mater Misericordiae’s new church bell,
in the presence of Fr. Kenneth Walker's parents.

Once all the anointings have been made,
another prayer follows with similar petitions,
asking God to “infuse the bell with your holy
benediction; so that before the sound of it,



the enemy’s fiery darts, the striking of lightning, the onslaught
of stones, the injury of storms, may flee far away.” After recalling
the Lord’s mighty power over creation, this prayer closes with the
petition that “whoever is persuaded by its sound, free from all
the temptations of the enemy, always follows the teachings of the
Catholic faith.”

Just before the Gospel, at the end of the rite of blessing, a final
prayer recalls how the Lord, asleep in the ship, arose to silence the
storm and prays:

“pour forth the dew of the Holy Spirit upon this bell; that
the enemy of the good may always flee before its sound; that
the Christian people may be invited to the faith; that the
hostile army may be terrified; that Thy people, summoned
together, may be strengthened in the Lord by it: and as the
Holy Spirit, delighted with the harp of David, descends
from above; and as Samuel, when he slaughters a suckling
lamb as a holocaust for the eternal King, the crash of the
winds repels the crowd of adversaries: so while the sound of
this vessel passes through the clouds, may the angelic hand
preserve the assembly of Thy Church; that the fruits of the
believers may be saved, and the minds and bodies may be
eternally protected.”

Praise the Lord for these beautiful prayers of the Church and
for the Lord’s tremendous providence and tender care for us, His
people! ==
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CONFIRMATIONS IN MONTREAL:
SAINT IRENEE-DE-LYON

n Sunday June 21st, 2026, Archbishop Christian Lépine visited the Fraternity's parish of Saint-Irénée-de-Lyon in
Montreal to confer the sacrament of Confirmation on the faithful. =

u} 7‘




-
CORPUS CHRISTI IN SEATTLE:

Photography by

NORTH AMERICAN MARTYRS Michael Curtis




NEWS NOTES

Visits by the Provincial Twenty Seven Years of Service in Canada

Fr. Lawrence visited Mater Misericordiae in Phoenixand was ~ FSSP Canada recently threw a retirement party for Mr. Brad
in attendance for the solemn consecration of the new church  Hamilton, Director of Development for Canada, who is
bell (see pages 6-7). While there, he met with the faithful  stepping down after almost 28 years of service to our office
and with Bishop Bui. in Ottawa. We thank Brad for his service, and wish him well!

Stay FSSP North American Province:
Connected Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter

PLANNED GIVING»\/° SPOTLIGHT

Soin us Tuesday, Aug. 25 at 4 PM EDT/ 1 PM PDT for a

@ Free Giving Strategy Webinar

We will discuss Donor Advised Funds (DAF), IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD),
and gifts of appreciated stocks and other assets.

Learn how these gifts REALLY help the Fraternitcy AND provide meaningful tax benefits for you!

Special Guest Mr. Joshua Gideon:
FSSP Parishioner & Chief of Strategy for Enights of Columbus Charitable Fund

For information or to sign up, contact Joe Gardner, Director of Planned Giving:
(570) 319-5271, jgardner@fssp.com, or via mail at Provincial Headquarters.
For general inquiries not related to Planned Giving, call (570) 842-4000.
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As a Society of Apostolic Life of Pontifical Right
established by Pope St. John Paul II, our mission is
to use the ancient liturgy as a wellspring to form
our priests in the traditions of the Church to serve
at the altar and in the parish to bring the fullness
of Christ into the emptiness of the world.
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Over the past 38 years, The Priestly Fraternity of St.
Peter (FSSP) has ordained over 350 priests to bring the
traditional Latin Mass and Sacraments to people around
the world. In more than 50 cities across North America,
we preach, teach, and sanctify faithful Catholics. And at
Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary, we form over eighty
seminarians to become the priests of tomorrow.
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