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From the ProvincialFrom the Provincial

temperance, fortitude and their associated virtues, as well as 
the Gifts of the Holy Ghost. Sanctifying grace also allows us 
to merit for Heaven. Our place in Heaven will be determined 
by the merit we have obtained in this life. St. Therese of 
Lisieux explained the fact that everyone in Heaven will be 
completely happy by using an analogy. A soul with a small 
amount of merit is like a small container—perhaps the size of 
a small cup or thimble. A soul with a larger amount of merit 
is like a larger container—perhaps a large bucket. If both 
containers are filled to overflowing, we cannot say that one 
is lacking happiness, joy, love, etc. Both are satiated, but one 

is much larger than the other. The 
“size of our container” in Heaven 
will depend upon the merit we have 
earned in this life.

It is impossible to merit without 
sanctifying grace. St. Paul reminds us 
that even if he lays down his life and 
doesn’t have charity, he is nothing 
(I Cor. 13:3). Sanctifying grace, as 
noted above, gives us a participation 
in the divine life of God and thus 
all of our good works in the state of 
grace are meritorious. This includes 

not only pious works like prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, 
but everything that is not sinful and ultimately done for 
God. Suffering offered up for the love of God is particularly 
meritorious whether it be physical, spiritual, emotional, or 
mental. But even ordinary actions like eating, working, and 
recreating can be meritorious if done for God. If I eat to 
preserve my health or refresh my body because God wants 
me to be a good steward of what He has given me, I grow 
in merit.

This gift of sanctifying grace is precious beyond price—
indeed, it was purchased on the Cross by the shedding of 
Our Lord’s Most Precious Blood. It not only transforms a 
human soul by filling it with the divine life of God, it can 
also transform everything we do so that it earns merit for 
eternity. The devil will try to distract us from thinking about 
what matters most in our lives. Let us then meditate on God 
and His awesome gifts of love. Let us also be very grateful. 

Fr. William Lawrence, FSSP
North American Provincial

Distraction is an able tool in the workshop of the devil. 
The devil would like to distract us from paying attention 

to what matters most, from everything from prayer, to our 
duties in life, to the spiritual world, to the purpose of our 
existence, to God Himself. Furthermore, there has never been 
a time before in human history with such a scope and variety 
of available distractions as our own. That is why it is more 
crucial than ever to often call to mind what truly matters the 
most in our existence.

The single most important thing we can possess is sanctifying 
grace. A person who dies in the state of sanctifying grace will 
ultimately possess the infinite and 
eternal God to enjoy forever in the 
Beatific Vision. A person with the 
use of reason who does not, will go 
to hell. 

It is good for us to often think of 
sanctifying grace to avoid becoming 
distracted from what matters most. 
Sanctifying grace, as we all hopefully 
know, is infused into our soul at 
Baptism. It can only be lost by 
knowingly and willingly committing 
a serious sin. In case of this tragic 
event, sanctifying grace can be regained by making a good 
and complete confession.

What is sanctifying grace? It is nothing else than the divine 
life of God in our souls. It is a participation in the divine 
nature and divine life of God. It cannot be felt because it is a 
spiritual quality, not a physical thing. Nevertheless, sometimes 
the effects of sanctifying grace can, so to speak, overflow from 
our spiritual soul in a manner that is able to be sensed.

The effects of sanctifying grace are truly outstanding. First 
of all, God dwells in the soul in the state of grace in a special 
manner, as a beloved Father, a faithful Friend, a divine Lover. 
Friendship is only possible between two individuals who share 
a certain equality. I cannot be friends with a snail or a tree 
because we are nowhere near equal. The divine nature which 
the soul in the state of grace participates in, however, “bridges” 
the infinite gap between God and His creature. It elevates the 
soul and allows true friendship with God. It allows us to be 
true children of God. In addition, this participation in the 
divine nature makes us fearsome to the demons.

Sanctifying grace is the “seed” of the Beatific Vision 
which only comes to full “maturity” in Heaven. If a person 
possesses sanctifying grace in this life, he or she also possesses 
the infused virtues: faith, hope, charity, prudence, justice, 

Laudetur Jesus Christus! 

“The single most 
important thing  

that we can possess is  
sanctifying grace.” 

3



Priestly Ordinations 2026Priestly Ordinations 2026

On May 28th, 2026, twelve Our Lady of Guadalupe seminarians were ordained to the sacred priesthood by Archbishop 
Thomas Wenski of the Archdiocese of Miami. The ceremony was held at St. Cecilia Cathedral in Omaha, Nebraska.
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First MassesFirst Masses

It was a joyful and grace-filled celebration 
as Fr Anthony Ike, FSSP offered the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass for the first time as a priest 
of the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter. The 
Mass was held at St Francis of Assisi Oratory 
in  Lincoln, Nebraska on May 29th, 2026. 
Two present and one former priest of Nne 
Enyemaka, the FSSP's mission in Nigeria, were 
also in attendance: Fr. Angelo Van der Putten, 
Fr. Charles Ike, and Fr. Evaristus Eshiowu. 

Fr. Joseph Falciano, FSSP offered his First Mass on May 
29th for the cloistered Carmelite nuns and other attendees 

at the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in Valparaiso, 
Nebraska. Father Falciano’s parents (shown below) received 
Holy Communion from his hands while his classmate Fr. 
Shane Conlon acted as deacon. Fr. Conlon then offered his 
own first Mass, in which Fr. Falciano served as deacon. 
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On the Occasion of the  On the Occasion of the  
250th Anniversary250th Anniversary
The United States of America celebrates its Semiquincentennial on July 4th, marking 250 years since the Declaration of Independence 
was signed in 1776. We give special thanks to God for His many blessings on our nation, and it is very appropriate to honor the day 
with special prayers and devotions. One of these is the Prayer for the Church and Civil Authorities, composed by Archbishop John 
Carroll, the first bishop of Baltimore and the founder of the American ecclesial hierarchy. His prayer has consistently appeared in 
American Catholic devotionals for over two centuries, and is often prayed publicly on days of national importance.

We pray Thee, O Almighty and Eternal God, who through 
Jesus Christ hast revealed Thy glory to all nations, to preserve 
the works of Thy mercy; that Thy Church, being spread 
through the whole world, may continue, with unchanging 
faith, in the confession of Thy name.

We pray Thee, who alone art good and holy, to endow with 
heavenly knowledge, sincere zeal, and 
sanctity of life our chief bishop, N., 
the Vicar of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
the government of His Church; our 
own Bishop, (or Archbishop,) N., (if 
he is not consecrated, our Bishop-
elect); all other Bishops, Prelates, and 
Pastors of the Church; and especially 
those who are appointed to exercise 
among us the functions of the holy 
ministry, and conduct Thy people 
into the ways of salvation.

We pray Thee, O God of might, 
wisdom, and justice, through whom 
authority is rightly administered, 
laws are enacted, and judgments 
decreed, assist, with zThy Holy 
Spirit of counsel and fortitude, the 
President of these United States, that 
his administration may be conducted in righteousness, and 
be eminently useful to Thy people, over whom he presides, 
by encouraging due respect for virtue and religion; by a 
faithful execution of the laws in justice and mercy; and by 
restraining vice and immorality. Let the light of Thy divine 
wisdom direct the deliberations of Congress, and shine 
forth in all the proceedings and laws framed for our role and 
government; so, that they may tend to the preservation of 
peace, the promotion of national happiness, the increase of 
industry, sobriety, and useful knowledge, and may perpetuate 
to us the blessings of equal liberty.

We pray for his Excellency the Governor of this State, for 
the members of the Assembly, for all Judges, Magistrates, and 
other officers who are appointed to guard our political welfare; 
that they may be enabled, by Thy powerful protection, to 
discharge the duties of their respective stations with honesty 
and ability.

We recommend likewise to Thy 
unbounded mercy all our brethren 
and fellow-citizens, throughout 
the United States, that they may 
be blessed in the knowledge, and 
sanctified in the observance of most 
holy law; that they may be preserved 
in union, and in that peace which 
the world cannot give; and, after 
enjoying the blessings of this life, be 
admitted to those which are eternal.

Finally, we pray Thee, O Lord of 
mercy, to remember the souls of 
Thy servants departed who are gone 
before us with the sign of faith, and 
repose in the sleep of peace: the souls 
of our parents, relations, and friends; 
of those who, when living, were 
members of this congregation; and 

particularly of such as are lately deceased; of all benefactors 
who, by their donations or legacies to this Church, witnessed 
their zeal for the decency of divine worship, and proved their 
claim to our grateful and charitable remembrance. To these, 
O Lord, and to all that rest in Christ, grant, we beseech Thee, 
a place of refreshment, light, and everlasting peace, through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.  

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH AND CIVIL AUTHORITIES
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Introibo ad Altare Dei: Who Introibo ad Altare Dei: Who 
May Dare to Step Forward?May Dare to Step Forward?

Fr. Gerard Quirke, FSSP

Ordination season has arrived once again. Across the 
world, after years of prayer, sacrifice, study, scrutiny 

and discernment, men will step forward—including 9 for 
the North American Province of the FSSP—receive one of 
the Church’s most solemn and demanding offices: the holy 
priesthood. For many Catholics, ordination is seen chiefly 
as a joyful culmination—the moment a seminarian finally 
reaches the altar. Yet behind the beauty of the ceremony lies 
a striking reality often forgotten today. In this article I would 
like to explore and angle to ordination not often discussed: 
the exacting standards the Church has historically imposed 
on those seeking Holy Orders. 

The Church has always imposed exacting 
conditions on those who seek Holy Orders. 
The Code of Canon Law speaks with sober 
precision about who may be ordained, who 
may not, and why. Some requirements 
are straightforward- a candidate must be a 
baptized and confirmed male of sufficient 
maturity and properly formed in philosophy 
and theology. Others, however, reveal a far 
deeper concern: that the man ascending the 
altar possess not only learning and devotion, 
but also the moral, spiritual and even 
personal integrity fitting for one entrusted 
with the salvation of souls.

There are things which prevent a man 
from being ordained, either temporarily (“Impediments”) 
or perpetually (“Irregularities”). Irregularities—those things 
which permanently prevent a man from being ordained—
would include such things as apostasy, heresy, schism, or 
the act of voluntary homicide or attempted suicide. Those 
who are temporarily prevented from being ordained would 
include neophytes—those who have been recently received 
into the Church until, in the judgement of the Ordinary, 
they have been sufficiently tested. Marriage is also regarded 
as an impediment to ordination.

While the Code of Canon Law may make for some “cold” 
reading in terms of the current list of impediments and 
irregularities for ordination, reading some of the traditional 
manuals of moral theology give an interesting and more in-
depth insight into the Church’s position of such things, even if 
the list of impediments has been relaxed in recent times. In the 
sections concerning “Irregularities Due to Defect” the reader 
will note that illegitimacy and bodily defects were considered 
permanent impediments to ordination. St Thomas Aquinas 
held that those of illegitimate birth should be debarred from 

receiving orders because “a man’s good name is bedimmed by 
a sinful origin”. However, St Thomas and more recent moral 
theology manuals noted that dispensations could be granted. 
On the question of bodily defects, Fr Dominic Prümmer O.P. 
explains that they are defects which “prevent the ministry of 
the altar being exercised either safely because of weakness or 
fittingly because of deformity”. If a man who had already 
received Holy Orders acquired a deformity, it would, says 
Prümmer, have to be quite serious to prevent him exercising 
the Order already lawfully received. One such serious defect 
would be mutilation such as the loss of a limb. This calls 
to mind St Isaac Jogues, the great Jesuit missionary, whose 

thumb and index finger were gnawed to the 
bone by the Mohawks who held him captive, 
rendering him unable to offer Mass (since the 
thumb and forefinger had to be held together 
after the Consecration). Pope Urban VIII 
gave him a dispensation to offer Mass with 
his mutilated hand.

There were—and are—other reasons why 
a man may not be called for ordination or 
which may prevent him from exercising 
Orders already received. Many of the reasons 
are obvious—for example, it simply does not 
make sense for a new convert to be promoted 
to Holy Orders until he has been faithfully 
living a Christian life for a sufficient period 

of time. On the other hand, some of the impediments might 
initially be difficult to understand. However, the key point is 
that, while no one can prepare for every eventuality in life, the 
Church desires to ensure that she has faithful men ordained 
to the priesthood. She desires men who are not going to cause 
scandal to the faithful whom they serve on account of events 
in their “past lives”. Furthermore, she wishes to ensure insofar 
as possible that the men she ordains will have the spiritual, 
physical and mental capacities to fully embrace the demands 
of the priesthood which will be manifold. 

The traditional Rite of Ordination for priests underscores 
the seriousness of attempting to receive Holy Orders if 
one is excluded by law, excommunicated or irregular—the 
traditional penalty was excommunication. The Assistant 
Priest reads the admonition that “none of those who may 
perchance be irregular or excommunicated by the Canons or 
by his superior, or under interdict, or suspended, illegitimate, 
infamous, or otherwise excluded by the Canons…shall, on 
any account, dare to come forward to receive Orders”. It is 
like a stern “final warning”, which really should not surprise 

St. Isaac Jogues, S.J.
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(Continues on page 11)

us when we consider the dignity and duties of the priest. It is 
as if the Church says to the ordinandi: “You are about to enter 
upon the most serious of tasks: the salvation of souls—do 
not dare to step forward if you are not up for the job”. After 
the candidates are called forward, the bishop addresses them, 
exhorting them to a life of holiness, of fidelity to Christ and 
to the Church, the worthy celebration of the sacraments, 
teaching the faithful and building up the family of God. Once 
again, however, the gravity of the undertaking is underscored 
with the bishop pointing out that if the life and example of the 
priest falls short of what it ought to be, the ordaining prelate 
himself might “be condemned by the Lord for promoting you 
to so sublime an office” and the priest likewise condemned 
for taking the office upon himself.

Naturally, the Church has much to say about the life of 
the priest—the basic (and, indeed, the most important) 
expectations are announced before the Rite of Ordination. 
Some things go without saying: he should strive for holiness, 
he should be faithful to the breviary 
and the celebration of the sacraments, 
he should cultivate a good devotion 
to Our Lord and Our Lady, and he 
should love the souls entrusted to his 
care. However, looking again to some 
of the older manuals of moral theology, 
we see that the lives of the clergy were 
sometimes governed in very specific 
and even minute ways. Clerical dress is 
probably the most obvious example in 
terms of the outward appearance of the 
priest—current law still requires clerics to dress as clerics. 
Traditionally, of course, clerical dress meant the Roman collar 
and the cassock. However, in Great Britain and Ireland the 
clerical suit was more common, with the cassock being worn 
in the church and the presbytery. 

We see on the subject of clerical attire that certain things 
were forbidden or required of clergy in different ecclesiastical 
jurisdictions. In England and Wales, for example, several 
decrees were issued from the 1850’s onwards with regard to 
the clergy. This followed Catholic Emancipation in 1829, 
which had repealed discrimination against, and restrictions 
on, Roman Catholics, as well as the subsequent restoration 
of the Catholic hierarchy in England and Wales by Blessed 
Pius IX in 1850. This led to a series of synods during which 
the hierarchy discussed the situation of the Catholic Church 
in England and Wales—the situation was, in short, that 
the number of Catholics was growing rapidly, but that 
Catholics and their clergy were often viewed with suspicion, 
as foreigners, as superstitious and as politically subversive. 
In addition, there had even been anti-Catholic riots after 
the restoration of the hierarchy. It was in this situation that 
the first Synod of Westminster met in 1852—incidentally, 

it was at the opening of this synod (the first on British soil 
in 300 years) that our new Doctor of the Church, St John 
Henry Newman, delivered his famous “Second Spring” 
sermon. An incredibly rousing sermon which moved 
Cardinal Wiseman, the Archbishop of Westminster, to 
tears, Newman hailed this new chapter as a “second spring”, 
where the Catholic faith would flourish again. Newman 
was well aware of the difficulties faced in the wake of the 
restoration of the hierarchy. Only a month before he gave 
the famous sermon, he was found guilty of libel against an 
anti-Catholic, former Dominican friar, Giovanni Giacinto 
Achilli. The lead prosecutor essentially argued that Newman’s 
witnesses could not be trusted because they, being Catholic, 
would automatically take the word of an English convert 
(i.e. Newman) above that of an apostate such as Achilli. On 
account of the anti-Catholic bias which prevailed, his guilt 
was assumed and his integrity attacked. Newman, in other 
words, was acutely aware of the difficulties of Catholics: the 

synod would have to address them.
So, to the subject of things forbidden 

to clergy. The synod (and subsequent 
synods held during the 1850’s) wanted to 
ensure that clergy would not draw undue 
attention or opportunity for criticism. 
Clergy were to be Catholic gentlemen—
in other words, not aristocrats, but 
respectable men. They were to be sober, 
educated and self-disciplined men who 
could move respectably in educated 
society without becoming absorbed into 

secular elite culture. Hence, clerics were forbidden from 
engaging in pursuits which were considered too base but also 
from ones associated with the nobility. The Fourth Synod 
of Westminster, for example, strict prohibited clerics from 
attending public theatres on account of the unbecoming 
character of the shows or the likelihood of scandal. 
Transgressors would be suspended! Clamorous hunting 
was also forbidden, although it was permitted to attend as 
a spectator—this was likely because of the association of 
noisier sort of hunting with the aristocracy. Clergy were also 
forbidden from entering public-houses without necessity 
on account of the scandal which might be given. It was also 
forbidden for clerics to wear beards—the thinking was firstly 
because it was the Roman custom, but it was probably to 
emphasize uniformity and respectability among the clergy. 

Around the same time as the First Synod of Westminster, 
the Irish bishops convened the Synod of Thurles in 1850. 
Similar concerns arose and there was an emphasis on 
discipline among the clergy. Through the influence of the 
newly-appointed Archbishop of Armagh, Paul Cullen, there 
were efforts to enforce Romanitas in the clerical ranks—clerics 
in seminaries, for example, were required to wear the cassock 

“None of those who may 
perchance be irregular... 
shall, on any account, 
dare to come forward 

to receive Orders.” 
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Fr. Aaron Liebert

Is Annulment a  Is Annulment a  
Catholic Divorce?Catholic Divorce?

What therefore God hath joined together, let no man 
put asunder.” (Matthew 19:6). The doctrine is clear 

and immovable: sacramental marriage, celebrated between 
two baptized, creates a sacred union. A marriage thus cannot 
be just “annulled”—the indissolubility of a conjugal bond 
is one of the fundamental elements of the sacrament of 
marriage, at times referenced as one of its pillars. This brings 
us to two distinct categories concerning marriage: its ends—
continuation of life and the mutual support of spouses—
and its essential properties: the freedom to agree to enter a 
marriage, unity—
one man and one 
w o m a n — a n d 
indissolubility. 

Free Consent to 
Enter Marriage

M a r r i a g e  i s 
unique among the 
seven sacraments, 
i n  t h e m s e l v e s 
efficacious channels 
of  divine grace 
c o m m u n i c a t e d 
by Christ through 
the Church: its 
validity rests on an 
agreement mutually 
e x c h a n g e d  b y 
spouse s ,  which 
constitutes a bond 
and a sacrament, of 
which the spouses 
t h emse l v e s  a r e 
ministers. According to the terms of Christian marriage, this 
mutual agreement is an engagement to receive each other as 
husband and wife. 

While marriage is irrevocable, it can nevertheless be 
declared null—in the juridical sense of the term, that is to say 
invalid. There are two types of factors that would determine 
that: either the parties are not apt to mutually enter into 
an agreement between each other, or their free consent to 
enter marriage, at the time of its giving, is made defective 
by an internal or external element. In this case, the bond of 
marriage is not created: while it is apparent but not real, it 
has never existed.

The Church alone has the charge of witnessing to the 
validity of marriage. She alone can judge and declare the 
nullity of a bond that until then had been considered valid. 
We are not talking here about “annulling” a marriage, since 
the conjugal bond has never existed, but rather about a 
“recognition of nullity”. However, once it is contracted, due 
to its sacredness, it cannot be broken by any human factor, or 
even by the Church Herself. By all accounts, the agreement of 
two baptized, since it has been raised by Christ to the dignity 
of a sacrament, creates an indissoluble bond. 

The reason for 
this is twofold:

On the natural 
l e v e l ,  o n l y  a 
f a i t h f u l  a n d 
perpetual union 
of  two spouses 
can accomplish 
the ser iousness 
of the total gift 
accomplished in 
marriage, together 
with providing 
any children born 
of this union with 
the best possible 
environment to 
thrive. Thus, both 
ends of marriage 
re ach  the  be s t 
possible results—
and even a natural 
marriage between 
two non-baptized, 
not recognized as a 

sacrament, the Church respects and equally considers as an 
irrevocable agreement.

On the supernatural level, marriage is received from Christ, 
who has raised it to the level of a sacrament, a transcendent 
significance that gives it an entirely different dimension. “This 
is a great sacrament;” Saint Paul tells us, “but I speak in Christ 
and in the Church.” (Ephesians 5:32) A Christian household 
is called to reflect, by total love given between its members, 
the union of Christ and the Church, the charity that goes as 
far as giving one’s own life.

Abbé Paul Roy, FSSP

Originally published in French on claves.org on July 4, 2024. English translation by Anastasiia Cherygova.
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(Continues from page 9)

Sacred Bond of Marriage, Treasure for the Church

The Church, who has received from Christ the authority to 
attest the validity of marriage’s sacred bond, thus takes care of 
the sacrament: once the bond is created, she protects it against 
exterior threats, and she asks the civil society to do the same. 
Before the wedding, her task is to carefully prepare the spouses 
for the upcoming event, and it is a task to which parish priests 
pay particular attention these days, with the even more special 
encouragement of Roman pontiffs since the time of Pius XI. 
The concern is to give to the betrothed the means to freely 
discern what they are entering, and to commit themselves to it 
with the full knowledge of their future spouse. Therefore, this 
preparation includes a great deal of psychological inquests to 
be aware of various human qualities involved, and for greater 
clarity, the clergy willingly includes the laity, since the parties 
must know what they are entering.

In the assault that rages today against society’s natural 
institutions, with the family unit being primarily targeted, 
marriage is particularly mistreated. The care with which the 
Church prepares and accompanies the spouses is becoming 
more and more necessary every day. Only by virtue of her 
mission to witness the validity of marital agreement that the 
Church can also, sometimes, recognizes its nullity. 

The simplification of these procedures, today shorter 
and more accessible, explains to a degree their relative 
multiplication of the declarations of nullity over the course 
of the last decades. And even if the process frequently results 
in such a recognition, it is also because ecclesiastical lawyers 
would generally complete a preliminary trial to avoid the 
clogging up of rarely available tribunals.

Despite it all, acknowledging the nullity of a marriage is 
never a victory; neither is it any help or consolation for the 
spouses, and especially the children. But when Christian 
marriage seems so often fragile and mistreated, is it not a 
symptom of a deeper crisis regarding freedom and the ability 
to enter into voluntary agreements?  

Introibo ad Altare Dei:  
Who May Dare to Step Forward?

as was the custom in Rome. While the Synod of Westminster 
was to forbid clergy from attending the theater, the Synod of 
Thurles forbade clergy from attending public horse-races. We 
may also add, as an aside, that Roman clergy were forbidden 
from going to the cinema. Irish clergy were not permitted to 
attend dances, nor were they allowed to be involved in card-
playing (the First Provincial Council of Baltimore decreed the 
same, but modified it later). Clergy were also warned against 
drunkenness and about the company they ought not to keep. 
As with England and Wales, there was a concern for the image 
and integrity of the clergy and the priesthood in general.

No doubt this year’s ordinandi are grateful that some of 
these decrees have been repealed or relaxed! However, it 
is worth remembering—clergy and laypeople—that the 
bishops who made these decrees did not do so because they 
were obsessed with trivia or micromanaging the lives of their 
priests. On the contrary, the decrees were enacted precisely 
because they recognized the dignity of the priesthood: it 
is not a nine to five job, but rather a manner of being, an 
alter Christus, which demands that the priest’s interior and 
exterior life match. The decrees were designed to ensure that, 
insofar as possible, the priest would be without reproach and 
that he would never be a source of scandal for those souls 
entrusted to his care. They are a good reminder to us priests 
to cultivate an awareness of what we are doing, whether it 
be in the pulpit, during recreation or when on vacation. We 
are on duty all the time even when we are not “on duty”. 
It may be acceptable for a priest to attend the theater these 
days, but what is the new theatre, the new public-house, the 
new clamorous hunt? What is likely to cause scandal and 
what is likely to edify? Keeping our gaze on Our Lord, and 
mindful of the high dignity and grave duties of the priest, 
may our new priests—and, indeed, all priests—strive, as St 
Paul exhorts to “live as befits men who are called to such a 
vocation as yours” (Ephesians 4:1). 

Let us finish with a prayer for all priests by St. John Vianney:

God, please give to your Church today many more priests 
after your own heart. May they be worthy representatives 
of Christ the Good Shepherd. May they wholeheartedly 
devote themselves to prayer and penance; be examples of 
humility and poverty; shining models of holiness; tireless 
and powerful preachers of the Word of God; zealous 
dispensers of your grace in the sacraments. May their loving 
devotion to your Son Jesus in the Eucharist and to Mary 
his Mother be the twin fountains of fruitfulness for their 
ministry. Amen. 

“once the bond is created, 
she protects it against 

exterior threats,  
and she asks the civil 

society to do the same” 
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The Mystical FoundationsThe Mystical Foundations
of Canadaof Canada

While the month of July marks the anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence (July 4) in the United 

States, for Canadians, it equally marks the anniversary of 
Canadian Confederation (July 1), when the four founding 
provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Ontario, 
and Quebec joined together to form the Dominion of 
Canada. Such an occasion, then, and being a Canadian 
myself, gives me a chance to share some stories from the 
providential and mystical history of Canada, or, as it was 
first called, New France. In particular, I would like to share 
two stories of a Venerable and a Saint, which relate to the 
foundation of Canada’s second oldest 
city, Montreal, and the establishment 
of what would become an essential 
religious foundation (the Ursulines) 
in Canada’s oldest city, Quebec. These 
are the stories of Venerable Jerome Le 
Royer De La Dauversiere and Saint 
Marie of the Incarnation and their 
contributions to the foundation of 
Canada.

Venerable Jerome Le Royer De La 
Dauversiere and the City of Mary

Samuel de Champlain founded the 
first permanent French settlement 
of Quebec in 1608, a year after 
the English founded their own, 
Jamestown, in Virginia. As soon as 
the French arrived in Canada, a small 
Récollet missionary community, 
which Champlain brought with him began its mission of 
evangelizing Canada’s Native Americans. Part of the Récollets’ 
small monastery can still be seen in Quebec City today. In 
1625, the Jesuits inherited the colony’s missionary work and 
set out in greater numbers to the various different tribes of 
the surrounding area.

The Jesuits kept very detailed records of their work among 
the Indigenous and sent these back to France to be published 
for the general public. Almost all of these records have since 
been collected and organized in the collection known as the 
Jesuit Relations, and remain available to read today. These 
reports became so popular in France that they sold out almost 
immediately after printing. Everyone wanted to read about 
the adventures of these missionaries in the New World, and 

many lay men and women were inspired to give of their means 
to help these missionaries. One such lay noble man at the 
time, who has since been declared Venerable was Jerome Le 
Royer De La Dauversiere. Jerome followed these missionary 
efforts closely and became inspired to do what he could for 
the evangelization of Canada.

One day in 1630 as Jerome prayed about this desire, he 
heard a voice say to him: “My Son, consecrate yourself with 
your wife and children to the Holy Family. You will help 
found an order of religious consecrated to my foster father, 
Joseph. These religious will go to Montreal, Canada, and 

establish the Hôtel-Dieu there” (in 
France “Hôtel-Dieu” is a generic 
name that has been used for Catholic 
hospitals for centuries). This was a 
somewhat strange vision because the 
island of Montreal was still only an 
obscure landmark in the middle of 
the St. Lawrence. Jerome accordingly 
consecrated his family to the Holy 
Family and continued to pray for 
guidance to fulfil this mission. He 
would get his answer in 1635, when 
he met a young lady, Venerable Marie 
de la Ferre whom God revealed to him 
would be the first one to help him 
start this new religious order. Together 
he and Marie founded the order of 
Religious Hospitallers of St. Joseph 
in La Fleche, France.

Around the same time, as Jerome 
prayed on another occasion, the Holy 

Family itself appeared to him. Our Lady took Jerome’s hand 
and presented him to Our Lord. Our Lord showed him the 
island of Montreal sitting in the middle of the St. Lawrence 
and He asked Jerome to do all that he could to help found 
a city on the island which was to be especially dedicated to 
His Blessed Mother. To fulfil this mission, Le Royer traveled 
to Paris where he met Fr. Charles Lalement, Superior of the 
Jesuits and director of the missionary efforts in Canada, whose 
brother, Fr. Gabriel Lalement, was already in Canada working 
among the Huron. Under his guidance, Le Royer helped 
found the Society of Our Lady of Montreal, a community 
of benefactors established to sponsor missionaries to travel 
to Canada and found a settlement on the island of Montreal. 
In 1641, the society sponsored two notable characters, Paul 

Fr. Matthew Jagas, FSSP
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de Maisonneuve and Venerable Jeanne Mance to travel to 
Canada and found the city of Montreal dedicated to the 
Mother of God. The city was accordingly named Ville-Marie, 
the City of Mary, Montreal’s original name. Finally, Jerome 
donated the funds necessary for Jeanne Mance to found a 
Hôtel-Dieu at Montreal, to serve the settlers and Indigenous 
who came there for aid. Soon after, the Hospitallers of St. 
Joseph moved to Montreal to take over the work of the 
Hôtel-Dieu.

Saint Marie of the Incarnation & the Ursulines of Quebec

The story of St. Marie of the Incarnation is no less providential, 
but much more unique. While she married in her twenties, 
her husband died while she was pregnant with their first child. 
She gave birth to a son, Claude, and 
raised him for several years with 
her extended family. Marie was 
very practical-minded and clearly 
understood her obligations to her 
son. It therefore shocked her family 
when she announced her intention 
to join the Order of St. Ursula (the 
Ursulines) recently established in 
her hometown of Tours, France. 
With a priest of a nearby religious 
community, she had been discerning 
what she experienced as an irresistible 
vocation and both had concluded 
that this was a call from God. Marie 
entered the Ursuline convent in 
1631, leaving her son to the care of 
her extended family. As she recalls 
in letters to her son, this separation 
was one of the most painful events of 
her life. As God’s Providence would 
have it, Claude would eventually join the Benedictines of St. 
Maur and publish the first biography of his saintly mother.

In 1633, while in the Ursuline convent, Marie had a dream. 
She dreamt that her and a companion who she felt that she 
knew but had not actually met before, left their homes and 
wandered together to a mysterious place that neither of them 
recognized. This place was surrounded by forest, but there was 
a path leading through it, so the two set off down the path. 
They came to an entrance to a clearing and standing at the 
entrance was a man dressed in white. She had the impression 
that this man was the guardian of this place. When the man 
saw them, he stepped to the side and extended his hand for 
them to enter. He pointed to middle of the clearing where 
there was a small church. The two girls approached the church 
and saw sitting on a small throne on top of it, Our Lady and 
the Child Jesus in her arms. As Marie approached closer, she 
heard them speaking and saw that they were looking off to 

the side, where a vast territory extended out before them, a 
territory filled with mountains, rivers and forests. Our Lady 
turned to Marie and looked into her eyes. Marie understood 
that they were speaking about her and that they wanted her 
to go to this new country. When she woke up, the impression 
this dream made on her would remain for the rest of her life.

Two years later, Marie would finally understand this vision. 
Our Lord spoke to her one day in prayer and told her that 
the land that she had seen was Canada, and that Him and 
His Mother wanted her to go there to build them a house, 
that is, to establish His Church in Canada. He told her not 
to worry because the guardian whom she had seen guarding 
this land was none other than St. Joseph. He would be the 
guardian and special patron of the Church in this new land. It 
was only years later that Marie learned that when the very first 

missionaries came to Canada, some 
decades before her, they placed the 
new country under the protection 
and patronage of St. Joseph.

In 1639, Saint Marie of the 
Incarnation and a small community 
of Ursulines finally set foot on the 
shores of the St. Lawrence after 
a long journey over the Atlantic. 
A French noblewoman, Madame 
Marie-Madeleine de Chauvigny 
de la Peltrie, accompanied them to 
provide financial support. Madame 
de la Peltrie was widowed at 22 and 
since then spent her life and fortune 
supporting the Church’s missionary 
work especially in Canada. She had 
decided to accompany the new 
Ursuline foundation in the new 
world and help provide for their 
needs. St. Marie of the Incarnation 

came to understand that Madame de la Peltrie was the 
companion who accompanied her in her first vision of 
Canada.

The newcomers were greeted with great joy by the Jesuits 
missionaries in Quebec as well as the colonists living there 
and the new religious foundation soon became an essential 
part of the colony. The sisters taught the children of both 
the colonists and the surrounding Indigenous communities 
the truths of the Faith. Reading some of the early history of 
this first Canadian settlement, it is certain that without the 
spiritual and moral support of St. Marie of the Incarnation 
and her Ursulines, the colony would have certainly failed to 
continue and Canada as we know it today would not have 
come to be. She died in 1672 and is buried in the Ursuline 
convent of Quebec.  
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A total of 320 children were enrolled in last year’s Catechism Classes at Post Falls. Fr. Komorowski visited the apostolate and classes.

Twelve Deacons Ordained at Wigratzbad
Our faithful friend Archbishop Wolfgang Haas, Archbishop 
Emeritus of Vaduz, once again did our European seminary 
in Wigratzbad, Germany the honor of conferring orders on 
its seminarians. The ordination took place in the impressive 
baroque nave of the abbey basilica of Ottobeuren on Satur-
day, May 2nd, coinciding with the celebration of Our Lady 
Patron Saint of Bavaria. The twelve new deacons had been 
definitively incorporated into the FSSP the day before in the 
presence of Vicar General, Father Hubert Bizard. They join 
the eight new deacons already ordained in the USA in March.

Stay 
Connected 

@fsspna @fsspna FSSP North American Province: 
Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter

P L A N N E D  G I V I N G S P O T L I G H T

Your Gifts Ensure the FSSP Mission Continues
Planned Gifts are essential in funding priestly formation, new parishes,  

and keeping the beautiful and reverent Latin Mass available—will you help us?
Here are just a few of the ways you can make the FSSP’s future a reality:

 Remember the FSSP or OLGS via a Bequest in your Will or Trust 
 Name the FSSP a Designation Beneficiary of your IRA and other financial accounts 

 Make gifts now from your DAF or IRA (via QCD age 70.5+) 
 Gift other appreciated assets such as stocks, precious metals, or real estate 

As we rejoice in the ordination of TWELVE new priests, we are so grateful for  
God’s abundant blessings and the charity of our donors who made it possible!

For information on Planned Giving options, or help in making a gift, contact Joe Gardner, Director of  
Planned Giving: (570) 319-5271, jgardner@fssp.com, or via mail at Provincial Headquarters.

For general inquiries not related to Planned Giving, call (570) 842-4000.

News NotesNews Notes
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Over the past 38 years, The Priestly Fraternity of St. 
Peter (FSSP) has ordained over 350 priests to bring the 
traditional Latin Mass and Sacraments to people around 
the world. In more than 50 cities across North America, 
we preach, teach, and sanctify faithful Catholics. And at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary, we form over eighty 
seminarians to become the priests of tomorrow. 



accedantaccedant  ..  quiqui  ..     ..  ordinatiordinati  ..  suntsunt
ad 
ad ..  ordinem

 ordinem
  ..   

  ..  presbyteratus
 presbyteratus

As a Society of Apostolic Life of Pontifical Right 
established by Pope St. John Paul II, our mission is 
to use the ancient liturgy as a wellspring to form 
our priests in the traditions of the Church to serve 
at the altar and in the parish to bring the fullness 
of Christ into the emptiness of the world.




