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FROM THE PROVINCIAL

Laudetur Jesus Christus!

In last month’s Meménto, 1 wrote about the topic of
community life and the role it plays within the Priestly
Fraternity of St. Peter. The Fraternity’s General Directory for
Common Life addresses various ways and means to assist in
dealing with the difhiculties inherent in living with other
fallen human beings. Since most Meménto readers live with
at least one other person, and those who don’t do so must
still interact with others as they go about their life, I think
it may be helpful to share some of these points from our
directory with you.

Our directory states: “The essence and heart of the common
life, that in which it consists, is a common aim and interests,
a common spirit and ideal.” This is true of any marriage and
family as well, and a reason why the Church discourages
mixed marriages where the spouses are not of the same religion
and do not necessarily share the same aim. For the Catholic
couple, the aim must be to help each other get to Heaven
and to raise any children that God sends them so that they
too can get to Heaven where all can be united forever in the
happiness of the Beatific Vision.

What if one or more of those that you live with or regularly
interact with does not share the same aim and ideal as you?
In this case, one should emphasize those interests which are
shared in common. Very often, in cases of natural disasters
and other crises, we see neighbors and others draw together
because they become united in the very powerful interest of
making it through the disaster or crisis. What interests do you
share with those you live with or interact regularly with? Are
there some harmless interests that the other person has that
you can pick up to help achieve or preserve a harmonious
relationship, for example a hobby or interest in a sport? In
any event, you can and should pray that in what matters
most i.e. matters of eternal salvation, the other person will
come to share in a common aim with you. You also can bear
a joyful witness of your Faith so that the other can recognize
the blessings and peace of soul that your practice of the Faith
has brought to you.

The Fraternity’s directory on common life states: “Among
the various aspects of the common life, the most important
should be considered the participation of the community in
liturgical prayer.” Prayer is the most important element of
life in common because it brings together the members of
the community/family in fulfilling our highest task as human
beings: worshipping God. Of course, the Holy Mass is the
highest form of prayer, but other prayers are also important.
Members of the Fraternity most commonly pray together in
reciting the Divine Office, but also sometimes join together

in making a Holy Hour, praying the Rosary, or some other
prayer. I know of some families who regularly pray together
part of the Divine Office, but more often the prayer of choice
is Our Lady’s Rosary. Some may also read and consider
together a passage from the life of a saint or a selection from
Sacred Scripture. Some families with adult children who are
separated by distance will join together to pray the Rosary via
a conference call or Zoom, FaceTime, etc. Another option is
the “Living Rosary” started by Blessed Pauline Jaricot where
fifteen people who cannot come together in person will
each commit to praying a decade of the Rosary daily for the
intentions of the group. Each is assigned a particular decade
daily and all benefit by the union of prayer even if they can’t
physically be together. If, however, you live with one or more
persons who will not pray with you, at least you must not
neglect to pray for them.

The Fraternity’s directory also gives this point of wisdom:
“No community can altogether avoid conflicts, so that the
unity for which they strive is often founded on mutual
forgiveness.” Forgiveness is essential for a peaceful and happy
life in common. There is a beautiful prayer that we can pray:
“Jesus, meek and humble of Heart, make my heart like unto
Thine.” We will be able to practice mutual forgiveness to the
extent that our hearts are conformed to that of Christ.

The directory also speaks of the importance of having a
spirit of service when living in common. The spirit of service
is a fruit of charity. By means of this spirit of service, we
strive to help others. To assist us in getting into the habit
of this, we can get routinely consider: “As I leave this place
or situation, am I leaving it better or worse than when I
came?” Does a clean room now contain trash after my visit?
Has a conversation that others were having devolved into an
argument after I came and “pushed their buttons™ “Has a
cheerful mood become gloomy?” Sometimes the only way
we can leave a situation better is to pray about it and for the
persons involved. In any case, a spirit of service will greatly
aid a life in common.

The Fraternity’s directory on common life also speaks of
courtesy, patience, a spirit of collaboration, mortification,
and humility. These are all ways that we can grow in peace
and concord with our fellow human beings, and, more
importantly, bring Christ to others. If we strive to live in this
manner, we will never regret it. =}

Tr. Ytllin Bistree F55P

Fr. William Lawrence, FSSP
North American Provincial



A VISIT TO THE MARTYRS SHRINE F Mathew agas, Fssp

n the small city of Midland, Ontario, situated on the

banks of Georgian Bay at the east end of Lake Huron,
sits one of Canada’s most precious Catholic Sanctuaries: the
Martyrs’ Shrine. The Martyrs’ Shrine houses the relics of the
North American Martyrs, or, as they are called in Canada,
the Canadian Martyrs. Surrounded by dense forests and
many streams flowing out from the lake, Midland lies in the
region of Canada that was once called Huronia, home of the
Huron-Wendat Nation, one of Canada’s many First Nations.
The French came to refer to this Nation as the “Huron” from
the French word hure, meaning “boar’s head.” This referred
to the bristly hairstyle that many of the Huron kept which,
to the French, resembled that of a boar.

Not far from the Shrine is an area known as Ignace IL
The area sits off of a dirt road which only the most lost
traveler might happen upon by accident. Relatively recent
archaeological findings have shown that Ignace II is the
actual site of the martyrdoms of Sts. Jean Brebeuf and Gabriel
Lalement, two of the eight Martyrs. The exact site had been
lost in the near 70-year period during which all Jesuit missions
in the New World were suppressed (1773—1842). From the
time of their return to Canada in 1842, to 1946 (when the site
was officially recognized), the Jesuits made various searches
for the location, based on their previous knowledge and the
accounts of the site detailed in the Jesuit Relations, but came
to no concrete conclusions.

In the early 1900s an early French-Canadian pioneer of the
Midland area, Alphonse Arpin, became fascinated with the
stories of the early French missionaries who came to the area
and made it his mission to locate the exact spot where Brebeuf

and Lalement were martyred. He memorized the passages in

area where it occurred. He spent many days searching out
different locations to find which best corresponded to the
written evidence from the Relations. In 1932, he met a fellow

searcher, T. G. Connor and together visited the site chosen
by Arpin as the most probable one. However, as they both
realized, to find the true location of martyrdom, they would
need to refer the matter to proper scientific investigation.

Arpin and Connor took their case to several archeologists
of the University of Western Ontario in London, Ontario.
After some initial investigations, it was officially taken up
by W.J. Wintemberg of the National Museum of Canada,
who in 1937-8, conducted the first official archeological
investigation of the site. Finding the remains of the small
Huron village that once stood in the area, Wintemberg
became convinced of the site’s authenticity. While the Second
World War and his subsequent death interrupted his work,
another archaeologist of the University of Western Ontario,
W.W. Jury, eventually completed the full official survey of the
area. His work led the site to be declared in 1955 a National
Historic Site: the site of the Huron village of St. Ignace where
according to the Jesuit Relations, Sts. Jean Brebeuf and Gabriel
Lalement suffered martyrdom. The Jesuits who have care of
the Shrine have since erected a wooden cross to mark the
approximate spot of martyrdom and an outdoor stone altar
near it to commemorate the martyrdoms.



Last year, to celebrate the feast of the Martyrs on September
26, Fr. Robert Novokowsky, pastor of St. Aloysius Parish in
Thorold, Ontario, led a pilgrimage to the Martyrs” Shrine in
Midland, and offered a Solemn High Mass at Ignace IT upon
the stone altar marking the place of martyrdom of Sts. Jean
Brebeuf and Gabriel Lalement. Frs. Manuel de Pinho Sousa
and Matthew Jagas of St. Clement Parish in Ottawa came to
assist in the Mass. After Mass, Fr. Jagas blessed the pilgrims
with the relics of the martyrs and the pilgrims sat down to
enjoy a friendly picnic in the small clearing that had once
been the small Huron village of St. Ignace.

After lunch the pilgrims made their way to the reconstructed
Jesuit mission, St. Marie Among the Hurons, that sits across
from the Martyrs’ Shrine. The Jesuits built St. Marie Among
the Hurons in 1639 to serve as their mission centre in
Huronia. However, the escalating war with the neighbouring
Iroquois (in which Brebeuf and Lalement died), forced the

“Let us thank God for
these heroes of our faith,
who have watered the
ground of the New World

with their blood.”

Jesuits to burn their settlement and lead the remaining Huron
back to Quebec, where they would be much more secure.
The site was rebuilt in 1964 as a historic site and museum.

Following their visit to the mission, the pilgrims visited
the Martyrs’ Shrine itself, where today lie the majority of the
martyrs remains and where they were able to spend time in
silent prayer and reflection, no doubt asking the martyrs to
pray for them, for their families and for our countries here
in the New World, for which they gave their lives.

As we approach their feast again this month on September
26, let us thank God for these heroes of our faith, who have
watered the ground of the New World with their blood and
planted the seed of His Church. Let us pray to them for our
necessities and those of the Church today, because as they did
not fail to establish His Church during their earthly lives, they
will not now fail to strengthen and defend Her continually
during their lives in heaven.

North American Martyrs, pray for us! =




THE WOMAN HE LOVED:

Fr. Gerard Quirke, FSSP

FULTON SHEEN AND OUR LADY

n the run-up to the beatification of Archbishop Fulton

Sheen on September 24, there will be much written about
various aspects of his long life. Between the month of August
and the date of his beatification, the Church’s calendar has the
greatest concentration of Marian feasts—the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Queenship of Mary, the Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Most Holy Name of Mary,
and Our Lady of Sorrows—so it seems particularly fitting
that we look at Archbishop
Sheen’s great devotion to
Our Lady.

It is quite well-known
that Sheen, on the day
of his ordination to the
priesthood, promised to
make a continuous holy
hour before Our Lord in 8
the Blessed Sacrament— |
he did this every day of
his priesthood, and he
died before the Blessed
Sacrament. The practice
of the daily holy hour,
following his example,
continues to be promoted
to this day by various
Catholic organizations.
However, Sheen made
another promise on the day
of his ordination which, in
his autobiography, Treasure }
in Clay, he lists as the first. | |

I would offer the Holy
Eucharist every Saturday
in honor of the Blessed
Mother to solicit her protection on my priesthood. The
Epistle to the Hebrews bids the priest offer sacrifices
not only for others, but also for himself, since his sins
are greater because of the dignity of the office.

Again, this is a resolution that he would keep until his
death, and he died the day after the feast of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

His devotion to the Blessed Mother began very early in his
life. On the day of his baptism, his mother, Delia Sheen, laid
him on the Our Lady’s altar in the church and consecrated
him to her. Naturally, Sheen was unaware of this as a child;

however, he says that he was drawn to Our Lady before
he even knew her, as “a piece of iron to the magnet”.
Sheen recalled that he made a conscious dedication
of himself to Our Lady on the day of his first Holy
Communion, with words similar to what he would
later choose as his episcopal motto: Da per matrem me
venire—“Grant that I may come to Thee through the
Mother (Mary)”. He began to recite the Litany of the
Blessed Virgin Mary,
which was printed in
his First Communion
book, every night—
again, a practice he
maintained for the rest
of his life. Another sign
of his devotion to Our
Lord, Our Lady and St
Joseph is well-known:
at the top of every page
he wrote (including
| the famous blackboard
w on Life is Worth

| Living) he inscribed
their initials, /.M.J.
This was a practice
suggested by “a good
nun” when Sheen was
in the first grade, and
which became quite
automatic in the
= following years.

On the subject of
writing—and Sheen
was a prolific author—
" he dedicated every one

of his books to the
Blessed Mother. However, what is notable is that each
of the dedicatory notes is different. The most concise
of these dedications occurs in Zreasure in Clay: “Salve
Regina”. His book on marriage, 7hree to Get Married,
as part of quite a lengthy dedication, he states: “To
that Woman who taught the sublime mystery of Love,
Mary Immaculate, this book is dedicated”. 7he Eternal
Galilean has a short and rather poetic dedication:
“Dedicated to Mary Mother of God, Queen of the
Seven Swords, Advocate of Sinners at the Triune

Throne, Daughter of the Father, Mother of the Son,



Spouse of the Holy Ghost”. His book on Our Lady, 7he
World’s First Love, is dedicated to “The Woman I love”. One
of his most famous books, Life of Christ, has quite a lengthy
dedication to Our Lady, credits Our Lady herself as the
author:

Dedicated in filial affection to Mary the Triple Author:

First as Mother who didst give to the Son of the living

God a body with which he borrowed human guilt and
paid back death with life.

Then as author of these words about the Word, for only
in dark hours when gall with ink did mix she made the
writer Christ and Crucifix.

And last as author with the Spirit of Christ in each
reader’s heart, acting on each page as the sweet
incendiary of that love we fall just short of in all love.

Given that Sheen’s devotion to Our Lady was important
to him during his entire life, there is much that can be said
about it, so we will look at just a few key aspects. Firstly,
his devotion to Our Lady sustained him throughout his
priesthood. While he credited the Blessed Mother with some
remarkable intercessions and moments of great joy (to which
we shall return later), he reveals in his autobiography that she
helped him to discover “a new dimension in the sacredness
of suffering”. Readers who are familiar with Bishop Sheen’s
book on the priesthood, 7he Priest is Not His Own, will be
aware that he stressed that priesthood involves a complete
identification with Our Lord, Who was both priest and
victim—He not only offered a sacrifice, but He was the
sacrifice. Sheen referred to the genuine but more attractive
elements of the priesthood, such as offering the Sacrifice of
the Mass and other sacraments, preaching, being respected
as a spiritual father, or leading a parish. However, to identify
as much as possible with Our Lord, the priest would have to
accept the sacrificial side of the priesthood too—this might
include accepting suffering for the good of souls, renouncing
personal ambitions, and embracing sacrifices required by his
vocation.

As Sheen recounts with a note of regret towards the end
of Treasure in Clay early in his priesthood he “loved creature
comforts”. He “thrilled” at being called “Father”, and the title
“Monsignor” he found “mellifluous”. He loved the prestige of
being a university professor, of being on radio and television,

of being a sought-after speaker. While not bad things in

themselves, he concluded: “I was a priest without being a
victim”. However, he credits Our Lady with sending him
a number of sufferings. Once as he was preparing to leave
Lourdes, he asked the Blessed Mother to send him some kind
of trial in order to help a soul. Shortly after that, he noticed
a young lady was following him back to his hotel room. She
claimed to be an atheist and that she had seen Sheen in the
procession earlier and decided that she should talk to him.
Sheen deliberately missed his train to Paris in order to stay
three days in Lourdes until the young woman was “restored
again to the life of the Church”. “Then my troubles began,”
says Bishop Sheen. It took him three days to get to Paris. He
was put off the train several times, being told by conductors
that his tickets were inadequate, and it was “impossible to
find a restaurant or an inn”.

As Sheen remarks, “the Blessed Mother not only gives
sweets, but she also gives bitter medicine”. He found it
striking that, towards the end of his life, he was brought “to
the door of death” on three feasts of Our Lady. However,
Bishop Sheen did not merely accept the suffering—it was
transformed through his understanding of the priesthood.
Firstly, Our Lord called Our Lady to stand at the foot of
the Cross and suffer with Him, even though she certainly
did not deserve any pain—so why would Sheen himself not
likewise be called to the foot of the Cross? Secondly, he had
entrusted his priesthood to the Blessed Mother on the day
of his priestly ordination—why, then, in her maternal love
would she not make him become more like her Son by forcing
him to identify so closely with Christ on the Cross?

We mentioned earlier the moments of joy which Sheen
experienced on account of his devotion to Our Lady. One
of the best-known of these instances took place at Lourdes,
the Marian shrine in the south of France, which Sheen made
a point of visiting every time he was in Europe (he made
about 30 pilgrimages to Lourdes). On the fifth anniversary
of his priestly ordination, while he was a student at Louvain,
Belgium, he decided to make a pilgrimage to Lourdes. He
had enough money to get there, but apart from that he
was “broke”. He entrusted the matter to Our Lady: “[I]f
I have faith enough to go to Lourdes to celebrate the fifth
anniversary of my ordination, it is up to the Blessed Mother
to get me out”. He stayed in a good hotel—if he was going
to ask Our Lady for a favor, it might as well be a big favor!
Then he made a novena. The ninth morning came...the ninth
evening came. Nothing! To “give the Blessed Mother another
chance”, Fr Sheen went to the grotto that night. An American
man approached him at the grotto, asked him if he was an



American priest and if he spoke French. He enquired as to
whether Fr Sheen might be willing to go to Paris with him
and his family and speak French for them—of course Sheen
was willing. Then came what Sheen called the most interesting
question of his life: “Have you paid your hotel bill yet?”

Naturally, some might say that it was reckless for him to go
on a trip that he simply could not afford. Others will marvel
at how the Blessed Mother heard his prayer but tested him
right up to the last moment. In telling that story, however,
Bishop Sheen was showing his closeness to Our Lady and
how her powerful intercession can cause seemingly impossible
situations to be resolved. This profound trust remained with
Sheen to the end of his life, and it remains a great example
of Marian devotion for all Catholics.

While Bishop Sheen was sure of Our Lady’s help in his
priesthood, another key aspect of his devotion to her was
his confidence in Our Lady to intercede for the entire world.
He often spoke of how we love the ideal first—as the most
perfect creature, she is our ideal: she is the “World’s First
Love”. “She is the earthly principle of love that leads to the
Heavenly Principle of Love”. Of course, as Sheen points
out, this is an earthly image of love—not a divine one—but
it can lead to the Divine, particularly in a world which is
unprepared for various reasons to accept Christ. On this
basis, Sheen believed that Mary’s help would be essential
in the conversion of Muslims. In 7he World’s First Love, he
remarks that it is very difficult to convert Muslims because
they believe that “they have the final and definitive revelation
of God to the world”. However, the Koran’s focus on Our
Lady is noteworthy, with references to the Annunciation, the
Visitation and the Nativity. Her virginity is also defended.
The only rival to her, according to Sheen, would be Fatima,
the daughter of Mohammad. Bishop Sheen believed it was
no coincidence that Our Lady chose to appear to her children
at Fatima, Portugal, and that it will be through Our Lady
of Fatima that many Muslims will be converted to the True
Faith. Again, Sheen displays his unwavering trust that when
something is entrusted to the Blessed Mother she will bring
it to the Lord: “Because the Moslems have a devotion to
Mary, our missionaries should be satisfied merely to expand
and to develop that devotion, with the full realization that
Our Blessed Lady will carry the Moslems the rest of the way
to her Divine Son”.

In the month of August, dedicated to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary, we should make efforts to deepen our devotion to
her. Bishop Sheen has much to teach us in this regard as it
was a devotion he cultivated throughout his life. May we,
like our soon-to-be Blessed Fulton Sheen entrust everything
with complete confidence to her intercession, knowing that
the Blessed Mother, the “Lovely Lady dressed in blue” will

always show us and the world the way to her Son. ==




ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER, TYLER TX s
EXPANDS INTO A NEW CHURCH s

In the Piney Woods of East Texas, the FSSP parish of St. Joseph the Worker has moved into a new temporary church as
the first phase in its expansion. The parish was formed in the Diocese of Tyler in 2003, and it increasingly outgrew the
limited parking and seating at its former home until the need to relocate became pressing. While a permanent new church
is being built on 12 donated acres on the north side of Tyler, the community was able on July 19th to enjoy its first Sunday
sung Mass at a temporary church on the site. This facility will eventually be converted to a parish hall. But for now it will
serve East Texas’s Latin Mass community very well, providing quadruple the seating space in a safe and quiet rural area.
We are glad to share this success story with Memento readers and extend our congratulations to Fr. Joseph Valentine, FSSP
and all his parishioners as they enjoy their new expanded location. See latinmasstyler.org for more information. =«
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Archbishop Richard Smith visits Holy Family Parish, Vancouver BC, July 2026.

Corpus Christi at St. Aloysius Parish, Niagara ON, June 2026.
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Enrollment in the Brown Scapular at Holy Family Parish, Dayton OH, June 2026

Welcome Dinner for Fr. Portzer and Fr. Kane, St. Joseph Parish, Rockdale IL, July 2026
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Wedding at All Saints Parish, Minneapolis MN, June 2026 First Blessings at Mater Dei parish, Irving TX,
June 2026
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First Holy Communion at Corpus Christi Parish, Patronal Feast at St. Anne’s Parish, San Diego CA,
Naples, FL, June 2026 July 2026
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DEFENDING OUR FAITH Luis Angel Ramirez

n March 8th, in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico, a radical demonstration took place in the city center, bringing together
more than 15,000 individuals who have fallen victim to a deceptive feminism.

For this reason, months in advance, several Catholic laypeople organized to defend the churches that might be vandalized—as
in previous years—by the ideological contingent. The number of those gathered exceeded a thousand Catholic faithful, all
prepared to defend the House of God with the proper zeal that such a task demands.

Among them, the group from the Quasi-Parish of Saint Peter in Chains (FSSP) exceeded 100 people. We had the
opportunity to guard the Zemplo del Carmen and subsequently assist at the Templo Expiatorio.

As Christians, we have always been witnesses to the battle waged against the power of darkness, and likewise, we witness
how the latter presents itself in many different forms, finding an enemy in the Catholic Church—which has always defended
the dignity of the very being that this ideology actually destroys.

Thanks to a faith lived in a traditional way, the experience offered a much clearer and more precise contrast; the truth we
have received stands in complete opposition to the spirit of the world. This idea resonated in the brief and varied dialogues
among those of us present. The recitation of the Holy Rosary could not be omitted, recognizing the need for the graces
obtained through the Blessed Virgin Mary to face one of many spiritual battles. It was a manifestation of the militant and
pious spirit proper to the Catholic soul.

At least in this present year, the churches were successfully guarded, nourishing our fervor and bringing clarity to our mission
as laypeople: to defend the cause of God and His sacred places against the enemy hidden within modern ideologies. ==

Moments before the first demonstration: entrance of the  Second demonstration: North side of the Church of our Lady
Church of our Lady of Mount Carmel. Photo by Anonymous.  of Mount Carmel. Photo by Leén Héctor Sandoval.
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NEWS NOTES

New Apostolate in the Diocese of Arlington, VA

His Excellency Michael Burbidge, Bishop of Arlington, has announced a new Chaplaincy of Our Lady of Victory to serve the
members of his diocese who wish to attend Mass and receive the sacraments in the traditional form. Fr. Jonathan Romanoski,
ESSP and Fr. John Audino, FSSP were appointed to serve the Chaplaincy, starting this July. The Chaplaincy is based in Front
Royal but the priests will also periodically be assisting elsewhere in the diocese. For more information, see the new website
at olvchapel.org. Meménto looks forward to featuring additional details and news from this Latin Mass community in the
Old Dominion’s beautiful Shenandoah Valley.

e I. p———

FSSP North American Province:
Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter

Stay l l
@fsspna @fsspna
Connected - @ P P n

PLANNED GIVING«\/ SPOTLIGHT

The Powerful Gift of a Beneficiary Designation

Financial needs late in life can be uncertain—there is often a need to preserve
savings and retirement accounts like IRAs against such uncertainty.

Naming the FSSP or OLGS as the Designated Beneficiary

of such accounts allows you to retain those assets against uncertainties—

and still leave a meaningful gift of the unused portion after death.

Beneficiary Designation is also a great way to join our Legacy Sociely!

To learn more, please contact Joe Gardner, Director of Planned Giving:
(570) 319-5271, jgardner@fssp.com, or via mail at Provincial Headquarters.
For general inquiries not related to Planned Giving, call (570) 842-4000.
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As a Society of Apostolic Life of Pontifical Right
established by Pope St. John Paul II, our mission is
to use the ancient liturgy as a wellspring to form
our priests in the traditions of the Church to serve
at the altar and in the parish to bring the fullness
of Christ into the emptiness of the world.
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Over the past 38 years, The Priestly Fraternity of St.
Peter (FSSP) has ordained over 350 priests to bring the
traditional Latin Mass and Sacraments to people around
the world. In more than 50 cities across North America,
we preach, teach, and sanctify faithful Catholics. And at
Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary, we form over eighty
seminarians to become the priests of tomorrow.
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