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Enroll your Loved ones in our EASTER MASS 2026

OO    n April 5th, as we celebrate the 
Resurrection of Our Lord, the Fraternity 
will offer a special Mass for our friends 

and benefactors. Those whom you enroll 
will be remembered and prayed for by 
our seminarians in their daily prayers, and 
we have a limited supply of Easter cards 
(at left) that you can share with them. To 
enroll loved ones and request cards, visit 
our website via the URL or QR code below.

        fssp.com/easter-mass

Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter
450 Venard Road 

South Abington Twp, PA 18411
Phone: (570) 842-4000     
 Fax: (570) 319-9770    
Email: info@fssp.com
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From the ProvincialFrom the Provincial

Wednesday through Holy Saturday, equaling forty days of 
penance where some form of prayer, almsgiving and fasting 
are practiced. (Don’t forget giving spiritual alms to the Poor 
Souls of Purgatory!) 

The Gospel of the First Sunday of Lent recounts the forty-
day fast of Our Lord in the desert before His subsequent 
victory over the temptations of Satan. The Gospel of the 
Second Sunday recounts Our Lord’s Transfiguration where 
He is joined by the Lawgiver Moses and the Prophet Elias 
(Elijah). It is not a coincidence to encounter these two 
figures: Moses who fasted forty days before receiving the Ten 
Commandments on Mt. Sinai (Ex. 34:28) and Elias who 
fasted forty days before his experience of God on Mt. Horeb 
(3 Kings 19:8). We are called to join Our Lord in these forty 
days and do penance to help us overcome temptation. We 
are called to join Moses and Elias in spirit, in preparation 
not to receive tablets of the Law like Moses or to encounter 
God in a slight stirring of the air like Elias, but to receive 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity in 
the Holy Eucharist.

Forty days were used to signify purification and renewal as 
early as the first Book of the Bible and the account of Noah’s 
Flood where the face of the earth was cleansed and purified 
by forty days of rain (Gen. 7:4) and renewed during a forty-
day period when the flood waters receded allowing Noah to 
exit the ark (Gen 8:5-6). Forty is significant because God’s 
Law is summed up in the Ten Commandments and we break 
these commandments in four ways: by thought, word, deed, 
and omission. Thus, forty is a suitable number for making 
reparation for our breaking of God’s Law.

Furthermore, the notion of tithing, or giving ten percent of 
what we receive back to God, has a rich history in Scripture 
and Tradition. The fact that the penitential season of Lent 
lasts for forty days allows us to offer a tithe of the year to 
God—if we round the 365.25 days of the year up, forty is 
a suitable tithe.

Let us, then, make use of this holy season that the Church 
offers us to the best of our ability. May it be a true tithe of 
our year to God, a time of purification and renewal, a time 
to accompany Our Lord as we contemplate His Passion, a 
time to grow closer to God and prepare for eternity. May our 
Blessed Mother guide us in our Lenten journey!  

Fr. William Lawrence, FSSP
North American Provincial

Laudetur Jesus Christus!

This issue of the Meménto is scheduled to arrive around the 
beginning of Lent, but before I speak of that, I want to 

note the passing in December of a great man, Dr. Dennis Q. 
McInerny, Professor of Philosophy at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Seminary for more than twenty years before his retirement. 
Dr. McInerny devoted these years of his life to provide the 
Perennial Philosophy to our seminarians at a time when it was 
very challenging to find such professors. He did this at great 
personal sacrifice, giving up his academic career, moving first 
to Scranton, Pennsylvania, and then following the seminary 
to Nebraska in the year 2000. Dr. McInerny was the epitome 
of a Catholic gentleman, and gave a sterling example to the 
seminarians throughout his teaching career.* We pray that 
he may quickly enjoy the fruits of his labors, and that all 
the priests he devoted his time to instructing may add to his 
crown in Heaven. Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon him!

Returning to the subject of Lent, it is common for Catholics 
to have a negative reaction to the thought of this time of 
penance, but we should be grateful to God and His Church 
for giving us this holy season to focus on our spiritual life. 
Throughout these forty days, we are to practice the three 
“pillars” of Lent, namely prayer, almsgiving and fasting. As 
St. Raphael the Archangel says in the Book of Tobias: “Prayer 
is good with fasting and alms more than to lay up treasures 
of gold.” (Tob. 12:8)  

The Church’s current Canon Law continues to preserve 
these practices. Here is a direct quote: (Can. 1249) “The 
divine law binds all the Christian faithful to do penance each 
in his or her own way. In order for all to be united among 
themselves by some common observance of penance, however, 
penitential days are prescribed on which the Christian faithful 
devote themselves in a special way to prayer, perform works 
of piety [the first pillar, prayer] and charity [the second pillar 
almsgiving], and deny themselves by fulfilling their own 
obligations more faithfully and especially by observing fast 
and abstinence… [the third pillar, fasting] (Can. 1250) The 
penitential days and times in the universal Church are every 
Friday of the whole year and the season of Lent.”

Why does this season last forty days? It is interesting to 
note that the season originally started with the First Sunday 
of Lent, but since Sundays are not penitential days, the 
Church later added on the four days prior to the First Sunday, 
beginning with Ash Wednesday. Thus, the six Sundays 
of Lent are subtracted from the forty-six days from Ash 
* In honor of Dr. McInerny’s many contributions to this newsletter, we 

will feature a tribute to him in a future Meménto. —ed.
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The Legion of Mary:  The Legion of Mary:  
What it is and Why it MattersWhat it is and Why it Matters

It was 1965 and the final session of the Second Vatican 
Council was taking place. A layman in his mid-70’s from 

Dublin, Ireland entered the assembly of bishops in St Peter’s 
Basilica while John Carmel Cardinal Heenan of Westminster 
was speaking. Cardinal Heenan, noticing this man’s entry, 
announced who he was. Then 2500 bishops in attendance, 
according to Leo Jozef Cardinal Suenens, “rose to give him a 
warm and moving ovation. It was an unforgettable moment: 
the thanks of the universal Church to the 
pioneer of the lay apostolate”. The man in 
question was the Servant of God, Frank 
Duff, founder of the Legion of Mary. Having 
been founded over forty years beforehand 
in 1921, the Legion and its reputation had, 
by the time of the Second Vatican Council, 
spread all over the world, and had received 
the blessing of successive popes.

On a personal note, the Legion of Mary 
has made a deep impression on my life, first 
as a layman and now as a priest. Some readers 
might be surprised to learn that when I was 
in high school in St Jarlath’s College (an all-
boys diocesan boarding school) there was a 
branch (or praesidium) of the Legion of Mary 
in the school. Membership was voluntary 
and only open to boys in the more senior classes. The demands 
were strong for a school boy: members gave up one lunch 
hour per week to attend the Legion meeting! A stronger and 
more faithful spiritual life had to be cultivated, and there was 
an active apostolate in which each member was expected to 
engage (during what would normally be one’s “free time” in 
the evening). Our active apostolate included visiting residents 
at the local care home and praying with them, as well as visits 
to a mental health residence where, as a work of charity, 
we would engage residents in conversation or sometimes 
a céilidh (a traditional Irish social gathering which usually 
has traditional music and dance). Not easy engagements for 
young teenagers. But the combination of the meeting and 
the apostolic work laid the foundations for a future vocation. 

In addition to this, there were regular outings to Our Lady’s 
shrine at Knock, Co. Mayo, as well as to other regional and 
national events organised by the Legion of Mary. Later on, 
while a seminarian, I helped form a new praesidium for lay 
students. As well as the weekly meetings, there was a very 
active on-campus apostolate of evangelization, which was 
sometimes very challenging but mostly extremely rewarding. 
The effect of the Legion on my spiritual life, particularly 

in terms of devotion to Our Lady, and 
my apostolic life cannot be understated. 
Thankfully my association with the Legion 
has continued in my new apostolate in 
Providence, RI. The Fraternity parish is 
blessed with a Legion of Mary praesidium, 
of which I have recently taken on the role 
of chaplain.

As I mentioned earlier, the Legion 
of Mary has received the blessing and 
encouragement of the Church right 
from its earliest days. Only 14 years after 
its foundation, and four months after 
meeting Frank Duff in private audience 
in Rome, Pope Pius XI gave the following 
endorsement:

We give a very special blessing to this beautiful and holy 
work – the Legion of Mary. Its name speaks for itself. The 
image of Mary Immaculate on its Standard portrays high 
and holy things.

The Blessed Virgin is mother of the Redeemer and of us 
all. She cooperates in our Redemption, for it was under 
the Cross that she became our mother…

I pray for you that you may exercise still more earnestly 
that apostolate of prayer and work to which you have set 
your hands. So doing, God will make you, too, cooperators 
in the Redemption. This is the best of all ways in which to 
show your gratitude to the Redeemer.

Twenty years later, the support of Pope Pius XII was 
conveyed to the Legion. His message included the following 
encouragement:

Fr. Gerard Quirke, FSSP

Frank Duff
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His Holiness has 
followed with paternal interest 
over the years the progress of the Legion 
as it swelled the army of those devoted and 
stalwart clients of Mary who are combating the 
forces of evil in the world today; and he rejoices with you 
in now beholding the Legion’s Standard set up in the four 
corners of the globe. 

In 1960, Pope John XXIII likewise reaffirmed the 
Legion’s work. His message to the Legionaries of 
France could not have been clearer: “The Legion 
of Mary presents the true face of the Catholic 
Church”.

So, what is the “secret” to the success of the Legion 
of Mary? How, after 105 years, has it grown to be 
the largest lay organization in the Catholic 
Church, with Legionaries being 
found in every corner of the 
world? Fundamentally, of 
course, the Legion has not only 
survived but grown because of 
the grace of God. However, Frank 
Duff built a solid organization 
which was clear about its mission, the 
duties of its members, and its place within 
the Church. This clarity is, perhaps, the 
overriding hallmark of the Legion—as the 
name suggests, “Legion”, there is almost a 
military precision to it. Indeed, Duff took 
many of the terms associated with Legion 
business from the Roman army. A legion, 
of course, was the largest military unit of the 
Roman army, and Duff imagined the Legion 
of Mary as an army “for service in the warfare 
which is perpetually waged by the Church against the 
world and its evil powers” (Legion of Mary Handbook, 
Ch.1). The Praesidium, which is usually a parish-based 
branch of the Legion, is named from the detachments 
of the Roman Legion which performed special duties. 

Another Latin term 
derived from Roman military 

language is the Tessera, the leaflet which 
contains the prayers of the Legion as well as 

the Legion picture—the tessera, in military use, was 
originally a tablet on which “the watch-word was written 
and circulated through the Roman Legion” (Handbook, 
Ch.15).

However, the Roman military language was not mere 
“window-dressing” for Frank Duff. He was insistent 
that all branches of the Legion follow the system 
and organization set forth in the Legion Handbook. 

His clear vision of the operation of the Legion can be 
summed up with a few observational statements 

he made:

• “If past experience is an 
indication, no branch of the 
Legion will fail which is worked 
faithfully according to rule”

•  “The Legion is a system which 
can be thrown out of balance by 
suppressing or altering any of its 
parts”

•  “…[I]f unprepared to work the 
system exactly as described in these 
pages, please do not start the Legion 
at all”.

One of the strengths of the Legion’s 
structure is that, as Mr Duff insisted, it is 

invariable. The structure itself and the Legion’s 
prayers cannot be altered. In the prayers recited 

by Legionaries privately or in meetings, not so 
much as an invocation of local or national saints may 
be added. In the prayers, the Holy Trinity, Our Lady 

(Mary Immaculate and Mediatrix of all Graces), St 
Joseph, St John the Baptist, St John the Evangelist, St 
Peter, St Paul, St Michael, St Gabriel, St Louis-Marie 
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de Montfort, the heavenly powers and Mary’s Legion of 
Angels are all invoked—no other invocations are permitted. 
Duff acknowledged that this rigidity in the rule of prayer 
demanded sacrifice, but he wanted the soul of the Legion to be 
“shown forth in its prayers” through the unity of all who “may 
anywhere serve beneath its Standard” (Handbook, Ch.17).

In addition to the prayers, the rules or practices of the 
Legion of Mary may not be altered at will. Any false spirit of 
independence is, according to Duff, to be repudiated —the 
consequence will be that, in time, the organization may still bear 
the name Legion but will actually bear very little resemblance 
to what the Legion ought to be. For most Legionaries, their 
main point of contact is the Praesidium to which they 
are attached, and in this regard we see clearly what one 
may expect at each 
meeting so there 
are no surprises or 
innovations! On the 
table at which the 
meeting shall take 
place, a temporary 
altar with a white 
cloth is erected 
with a statue of 
the Immaculate 
C o n c e p t i o n 
f lanked by two 
vases of flowers 
and two lighted 
candles.  To the 
right of the statue 
is the Vexillum—the Standard of the Legion. Each meeting 
is to begin punctually, and it opens with the invocation of 
the Holy Ghost, followed by five decades of the Rosary and 
spiritual reading lasting about five minutes. Next are read the 
minutes of the previous meeting and reports from praesidium 
members. Then follows the recitation of the Catena Legionis, 
which includes the Magnificat, and then the Allocutio. The 
Allocutio is a short talk, usually given by the Spiritual Director 
on some part of the Legion Handbook. Work is then assigned 
to each member for the coming week, and the meeting 
concludes with the blessing of the Spiritual Director.

Weekly work—the active, apostolic dimension of the 
Legion—is an important element of Legion membership. 

Just as the Disciples came to the Lord before going out into 
the world, the Legionary prepares spiritually through daily 
prayer and the weekly praesidium meeting and only then 
goes out to evangelize. Usually the Legionaries work in pairs. 
The work may vary, and the praesidium is very much at the 
disposal of the parish priest. Works may include hospital 
visitation, visits to places occupied by the most dejected (such 
as hostels and prisons), visitation of parishioners’ homes, or 
the dissemination of Catholic literature. Frank Duff was very 
clear on the necessity of work: the spiritual exercises to which 
he attached so much importance, while indispensable, “do 
not satisfy the Legionary obligation to do active work…An 
army which refuses to engage in battle: what a misnomer!”

There is, naturally, much more which could be said about 
th i s  wonder fu l 
organization which 
has almost 105 
years of history 
behind it. However, 
the fact that the 
Legion of Mary is 
firmly rooted in its 
Catholic identity, 
its devotion to—
a n d  c o m p l e t e 
d e p e n d e n c e 
on—Our Lady, 
i t s  a d h e r e n c e 
t o  o r t h o d o x y, 
i t s  e m p h a s i s 
o n  p e r s o n a l 

sanctification and the importance of apostolic work for the 
laity, ensures that it continues to thrive. As we enter the season 
of Lent, perhaps consider joining a local praesidium if one 
exists, or even starting a praesidium in your local parish if your 
pastor is willing to give his blessing. Every help from other 
Legions will be given you. Commitment to the Legion and 
its ideals are more important than numbers, so a praesidium 
can start off small and there is no need to feel discouraged! 
After all, there were about 15 members enrolled at the first 
Legion meeting in Dublin on September 7, 1921, and now 
there are approximately 10 million members worldwide…
And it all began with one humble and simple man who 
entrusted it completely to Our Lady.   
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Pontifical Mass  Pontifical Mass  
in Columbus Ohioin Columbus Ohio

The new Year of Our Lord 2026 was barely underway on 
January 2nd, when the FSSP’s own Fr. Aaron Liebert 

together with OLGS seminarians assisted Bishop Robert 
Reed, Auxiliary Bishop of Boston, in a solemn Pontifical 
Mass at St. Patrick’s Church in Columbus, Ohio. A number 
of FSSP supporters and donors were in attendance, and 
they were joined by hundreds of students who were in town 
attending the annual SEEK Conference. 

Bishop Reed said the Votive Mass of 
the Sacred Heart amidst the adoration 
of the Divine Infant and the sparkling 
greenery of Christmastide, which 
made for some wonderful meditation 
on how the Incarnation showed the 
ineffable charity of the Heart of Jesus. 

We give our grateful thanks to His 
Excellency for taking time out of a 
busy Christmas season to offer such a 
majestic liturgy for the supporters and 
students in attendance. 
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Fr. Aaron LiebertHe Hath Carried Our SorrowsHe Hath Carried Our Sorrows

In the eighth chapter of his Gospel, St. Matthew cites a 
prophecy of Isaiah as being fulfilled by our Lord in a rather 

curious manner. At first, it seems straightforward enough, but 
as we will see it contains much more food for thought than 
it first seemed. The passage in question comes after our Lord 
had just healed St. Peter’s mother-in-law:

And when evening was come, they brought to him 
many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out 
the spirits with his word: and all that were sick he healed: 
That it might be fulfilled, which was spoken by the 
prophet Isaias, saying: He took our infirmities, and bore 
our diseases 
(Mat 8:16-17).

At first glance, 
t h e r e  s e e m s 
nothing odd about 
St .  Mat thew’s 
reference to this 
prophecy of Isaiah. 
But if we think for 
a moment about 
what  Isa iah i s 
saying and then 
how St. Matthew 
a p p l i e s  t h i s 
prophecy to our 
Lord, then we will 
find a wonderful 
truth about what 
our Lord has done 
for  us  by  His 
Incarnation, Passion and Resurrection. For context, here 
is the full verse from Isaiah along with the verse following: 

Surely he hath borne our infirmities and carried our 
sorrows: and we have thought him as it were a leper, 
and as one struck by God and afflicted. 

But he was wounded for our iniquities, he was bruised 
for our sins: the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him, and by his bruises we are healed (Isa 53:4-5).

In these two verses, Isaiah is speaking of two different 
realities. In the first verse he is speaking about infirmities and 
sorrows, that is, physical afflictions, whereas in the second 
verse he is speaking of iniquities and sins, spiritual afflictions. 

In the first, the Messiah will bear our infirmities and carry our 
sorrows; in the second, He will be wounded for our iniquities 
and bruised for our sins. St. Matthew cites the first verse of this 
prophecy, referring only to physical afflictions; and he tells us 
that our Lord fulfills this prophecy when He heals the afflicted 
who are brought to Him. This is curious because Isaiah does 
not say that he has healed our infirmities and he has cured our 
sorrows, but that he has borne them and carried them. This 
begs the question then why St. Matthew applies this verse to 
our Lord in the context of Him healing physical afflictions 
and diseases. Could it be that there are more to these healings 

than the simple 
t o u c h  o f  Hi s 
hand or a word 
of His mouth? Is 
Our Lord doing 
more than simply 
h e a l i n g  t h e s e 
afflictions? Is He 
actually bearing 
them?

We know of 
course that our 
Lord bears our 
sins upon Himself 
and carries them 
to the Cross. But 
we do not really 
think about Him 
a l s o  b e a r i n g 
o u r  p h y s i c a l 
afflictions. Yet, 

this is exactly what St. Matthew seems to be saying by 
applying Isaiah’s prophecy in this context. Our Lord, when He 
heals the afflicted in the Gospels, is not just performing a kind 
of magic trick with the wave of His hand, but He is in some 
sense taking these afflictions upon Himself. Does this mean 
that He was very, VERY sick during His ministry on earth? 
Not exactly. Rather, it means that Jesus does not do these 
miracles without any cost to Himself. He may not bear the 
physical infirmities themselves as He continues His ministry, 
but He will bear the price for their healing, particularly when 
He mounts the hill of Calvary to the Cross. To understand this 
better we should consider the relationship between physical 
affliction and sin, then how our Lord, in His Passion, actually 
dealt with both.

Fr. Matthew Jagas, FSSP
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Genesis 3 presents physical affliction and death as 
consequences of the first sin. St. Thomas Aquinas tells us 
that this is because, when Adam and Eve sinned, they lost the 
gift of original justice (ST IaIIae Q. 85, a. 5, resp). Original 
justice was a gift given to Adam to ensure that his body and 
soul remained in perfect harmony with each other and both 
incorruptible. The human soul is incorruptible by nature, but 
the human body is not, as all material things are by nature 
corruptible. God gave Adam and Eve the gift of original 
justice to ensure that their 
bodies remained incorruptible 
and united to their souls so long 
as they remained subject to 
Him. When they sinned, God 
removed this grace from them 
in punishment (remember, this 
was a grace and not something 
God owed to them). This 
rendered them subject to death 
and bodily defects. This is 
why St. Paul tells us that “the 
wages of sin is death” (Rom. 
6:23) and St. Thomas tells us 
that “death and other bodily 
defects are the result of sin” (ST IaIIae Q. 85, a. 5). Finally, 
as God gave Adam original justice as a hereditary gift to be 
communicated to his offspring, his loss of it meant the same 
consequence for the whole human race: subjection to death 
and bodily affliction. Thus, the light with which human 
history began was covered by the shadow of sin and death. 

But “the people that sat in darkness have seen a great light” 
(Is 9:2, Matt 4:16). Our Lord came to restore and reverse 
what had taken place in the 
garden, so that as St. Paul says 
“by the disobedience of one 
man, many were made sinners: 
so also by the obedience of one, 
many shall be made just” (Rom 
5:19). We have a tendency to 
think only of our Lord coming 
to pay the consequence of the 
sin of our first parents and not 
necessarily to reverse also its 
effect upon the whole human 
race. But this is an essential 
aspect of the Redeemer’s 
mission and is exactly what 
He accomplished by His Passion, Death and Resurrection. 
As St. Paul excitedly tells the Corinthians: 

But now Christ is risen from the dead, the firstfruits 
of them that sleep: For by a man came death: and by a 

man the resurrection of the dead. And as in Adam all 
die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive […] For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption: and this mortal 
must put on immortality. And when this mortal hath 
put on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying 
that is written: Death is swallowed up in victory. O 
death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting? 
(1 Cor 15:21-22, 53-57)

The Lord has destroyed sin 
and with it its principal effect 
upon the world: death and 
bodily corruption. 

With this cause-and-effect 
connection between sin, 
death and bodily affliction, 
and knowing that it was part 
of our Lord’s mission to rid 
the world of all of these, we 
can now see what lies beneath 
St. Matthew’s use of Isaiah’s 
prophecy in his eighth chapter. 
By using Isaiah’s prophecy 
of the Messiah carrying and 

bearing our infirmities and sorrows in the context of our Lord’s 
healing miracles, St. Matthew tells us that our Lord is doing 
more than simply healing without any cost to Himself. When 
He raises Peter’s mother-in-law from her fever (Mat 8:14-15), 
or Jairus’s daughter from her deathbed (Mk 5:36-43), when 
He opens the eyes of the beggar born blind in Jerusalem 
(Jn 9:1-7), He is mindful that He will take these afflictions 
with Him to the Cross where He will destroy both sin and 

its effects upon the world. But 
He has not only done this 
for them, He has done this 
also for us. He paid the price 
for our healing and our own 
resurrection on the Last Day. 
For if despite the afflictions we 
suffer on this earth, we always 
strive to remain united to Him, 
He has promised to raise us up 
on the Last Day, when death 
and bodily affliction will be 
no more (Jn 6:55). On that 
Day, with our own corruptible 
and wounded bodies having 
“put on incorruption,” we will 

be able to look upon the glorious wounds of our Saviour’s 
own body and say with Isaiah: “Surely, He hath borne our 
infirmities and hath carried our sorrows” (Isa 53:4).  
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Many times is the face of God mentioned in the 
Bible. Those from whom the Lord turns away His 

countenance are those who will be met with destruction 
(Leviticus 18-20). Yet when He faces His enemies they have 
no hope for survival: in Psalm 67:2 “Let God arise, let his 
enemies be scattered; let those who hate him flee from before 
His face!” The Lord’s face is full of strength and is terrible to 
His enemies. Yet after the Incarnation, we can see the Lord’s 
face but instead of choosing to overwhelm us with its power, 
God has chosen to show us His holy face, bruised and beaten. 
At just the moment when the Messiah’s opposition from 
the political powers of the Jews and also His praeternatural 
enemies, the demons, thought they had won, they were 
given a stunning defeat with the Resurrection. Seeing Jesus’s 
body smitten with bloody scourges they assumed they had 
dispatched their enemy as Jesus was hung upon the Cross. 

It is the same face of God, albeit bruised and beaten, that 
deals them the defeat, even though it was a delayed victory. 
As St. Epiphanius in an Easter homily says, “Yesterday Pilate’s 
ministers mocked Him; today Hades’ gatekeepers saw Him 
and trembled.” It is an incomprehensible victory for the forces 
of darkness who are as baffled by the loss as they were by the 
persons of Jesus and Mary, who, even though of Adam’s line, 
were not marked for them with original sin. Out of Christ’s 
great humility, He still chooses to show His face to us in its 
bruised condition. His suffering gestated the victory over 
sin and death and His death is what births that victory. In 
Our Lord’s bruised yet beautiful Face, we see some of the 
pains and sufferings He endured for us, for to contemplate 
the fullness of the pain of all the sins of humanity upon Our 
Lord would be impossible. If only we could give Him back 
something for so priceless a sacrifice! If only there was some 
gift we could give Him as a token of our love and gratitude, 
limited as they are! This is where St. Veronica enters in as our 
example. The Lord, at the sixth station of the cross, allowed St. 
Veronica to approach Him and give Him comfort by wiping 
away the dirt, blood, sweat, and spittle from His face as He 
trod the road to His death. Veronica (etymologically, “true 
icon/image”) braved the crowd and the soldiers to try and 
give some relief to Jesus. We know that this was a trial and 

a true show of bravery. She is our example, our icon, if you 
will, in our devotion to the Holy Face. And from that bravery, 
Christ gave her a great gift, the image of His Holy Face in 
her shroud, to remain with her even though He had to leave. 

Her challenge to us is that we, too, become Veronicas 
like her and do something to comfort Our Lord’s Most 
Sacred Heart, which is still derided by blasphemies, struck 
by indifference, and spat upon by breaking the second 
commandment by humans. We can never repay God in a fair 
trade for the redemption He has won for us—to try and do 
so would be to fall into the Pelagian error. We could never 
repay Jesus for so great a sacrifice. But what we can do is make 
reparation for all of these insults Our Lord still endures. We 
can give Him what little gifts of ourselves that we can. The 
prayers that are attached to the devotion to the Holy Face, 
like the ‘Golden Arrow,’ all acknowledge the insults that 
Jesus still endures and beg for pardon and forgiveness for 
all the acts done against Him. They are one way we can try 
to appease God and make reparation for the debt that they 
incur. We can also offer up all our mortifications and trials 
to unite our suffering to Christ’s and to try and make some 
amount of restitution for so many offenses. 

Of course there is more to the story of Veronica and her 
shroud and more to the apparition of the Holy Face in the 
Vatican than what this article allows, but if you find yourself 
being drawn toward making reparation of your own back to 
Jesus, then consider joining us on pilgrimage this coming 
October 4–17, 2026 as we journey through Rome and central 
Italy, visiting sites associated with Eucharistic Miracles, which 
seek to awaken the faith of God’s people in the Real Presence, 
stigmatists, who imitated Our Lord’s suffering so profoundly 
that they shared His wounds, and relics associated with the 
Passion, which unite us more closely with Our Lord’s Passion 
and death. Let your sacrifices on this pilgrimage become your 
offering back to Jesus for all He has done for you.  

For more information, please visit:

  https://www.traveltymepilgrimages.com/ 
              pilgrimage-to-italy-holy-face

True DevotionTrue Devotion
to the Holy Faceto the Holy Face

Fr. Frank Furman, FSSP
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Cardinal Sarah Leads  Cardinal Sarah Leads  
Pontifical Vespers in PhiladelphiaPontifical Vespers in Philadelphia

On the evening of November 21, 2025, the Cathedral Basilica of Saints 
Peter and Paul in Philadelphia stood as a testament to the enduring 

splendor of Catholic liturgy. The air hummed with anticipation as over a 
thousand faithful gathered for a rare pontifical vespers service in the traditional 
Latin rite, presided over by His Eminence Robert Cardinal Sarah, the revered 
Prefect Emeritus of the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments. This solemn celebration, marking the Feast of the Presentation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, drew a standing-room-only crowd to Pennsylvania’s 
largest Catholic church, underscoring a growing hunger among the faithful 
for the ancient rites that have nourished the Church for centuries.  

At the request of the archdiocese, the ceremonies in the sanctuary were 
led by the FSSP’s parish in Archdiocese of Philadelphia, St Mary’s Church 
in Conshohocken.  Fr Gismondi FSSP, the pastor, as well as Fr Quinn 
Gomez FSSP served in the sanctuary along with a number of the St Mary’s 
altar servers.  They were joined by Fr John-Francis Sulzen FSSP from the 
FSSP apostolate in Richmond VA.  Deacon Shane Conlon FSSP from the 
seminary in Denton served as the evening’s head Master of Ceremonies, with 
seminarians John Falciano FSSP and Brendan D’Amato FSSP serving as the 
acolytes for the evening.  

The basilica itself, a neoclassical masterpiece completed in 1864, provided 
a fitting stage. Its grand dome, marble sanctuary, and intricate mosaics 
echoed the timeless themes of the evening. Before the service commenced, 
Cardinal Sarah addressed the assembly in a brief but profound meditation 
on the importance of sacred music.  These words, drawn from his deep well of liturgical wisdom, set a tone of unity and 
transcendence, reminding attendees that worship transcends the temporal, weaving earthly voices into the heavenly chorus.

The rite unfolded with precision.  The five psalms, chanted in Latin, rose like incense, interspersed with the hymn Ave 
Maris Stella composed by Johannes Le Fèvre. The basilica’s acoustics amplified the polyphonic layers, that transported the 
congregation into the eternal. The service culminated in benediction of the Blessed Sacrament by the Cardinal.  

As the congregation dispersed into the crisp November night, there was a palpable sense of grace.  In honoring Mary’s 
presentation in the temple in Jerusalem, the faithful presented themselves anew to God—offering prayers and hearts—in 
union with the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
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After several more hours and many prayers, the bishop 
noticed that it had brightened outside. He exited the shelter 
to find the sky relatively clear and thought he could make 
out the shoreline. Two sleds then appeared and made their 
way towards them: search parties sent from the nearby fort 
to rescue the bishop! After a full 24 hours in the intense 
cold with no fire, they were surprised to find the two alive; 
others had been lost in storms such as this. But they were 
not unscarred. When the bishop reached St. Joseph’s Mission 

at Fort Resolution on the southern end of 
Great Slave Lake, he removed his boots to 
find one of his feet nearly “taken” by the 
frost. 

Another northwest bishop, Gabriel 
Breynat, Vicar Apostolic of Mackenzie, 
became famous for his extensive travels 
through such blizzards. Near the end of his 
career, the bishop had lost several toes to 
the cold and had braved so many intense 
storms that each time such a blizzard arose 
near a mission house, the missioners would 
say to each other: “The bishop must be on 
his way.”

The Oblates’ continual prayers and 
sacrifices in the North bore much fruit and 
the Faith took deep root in many Indigenous 
communities. Many Indigenous Catholics 
would travel for miles to receive the 

sacraments. During a particularly bad season of famine, for 
example, a community of Loucheux families journeyed for 
several days to Our Lady of Good Hope even though they had 
been without food all throughout their journey. Fr. Seguin, 
the priest at Good Hope, had no food himself and asked the 
families why they had journeyed so far. They replied: “We 
have come to hear Mass and then we shall die content.” On 
another occasion, an old Dene woman who was said to be 
one hundred years old, travelled for three days through the 
snow to reach the mission of Our Lady of Sorrows at Fond-
du-Lac in Northern Saskatchewan. When asked why she 
came all this way, she replied: “I want to go to confession. 
Tomorrow you will give me the bread from heaven and I will 
go away content.” 

Other communities who had not yet seen the missionaries 
ardently desired them to come among them. They had heard 
that the “blackrobes” carried with them water that led to 

F or the Oblates of Mary Immaculate working in 
northwestern Canada, life was filled with hardship. 

Missionaries suffered privations even from the most common 
daily necessities. When constructing their forts, the Hudson’s 
Bay Company also established various trade routes through 
the northern river systems. But Oblate missions did not 
always line up with these and the supply barges sent to restock 
the forts and missions were not always reliable. Supplies often 
reached them late, in bad repair and sometimes not at all. 

Yet scarcity was most sorely felt with respect 
to food, and not only for the missionary 
but for the Indigenous as well. Asked by 
the Holy See, what were the commonest 
diseases in the Northwest, Bishop Grandin 
replied: “The commonest and assuredly the 
most dangerous is hunger… in my diocese 
want of food is always with us, if not at 
one particular point surely at another. I 
believe that there is not one of our Indian 
children of as much as seven years of age 
who has not sometimes been without food 
for several days together… The missionary, 
too, especially on his journeys, which are 
necessarily of great length, often suffers from 
the pangs of hunger, or is even at death’s 
door, before he can find anything to eat.”

It was these journeys themselves, however, 
that constituted the missionary’s greatest 
hardship. One episode from the life of Bishop Grandin 
illustrates the too-common experience of missionaries 
travelling in the North. In December of 1863, Grandin was 
returning south after visiting a mission at Fort Providence 
on the northern end of Great Slave Lake in the Northwest 
Territories. The bishop set out with his Indigenous guide 
on their dogsled following a trail made by Hudson’s Bay 
Company men. As they crossed a portion of the frozen lake, 
a violent storm erupted sending the snow around them up 
in whirlwinds, blinding the travellers and covering the trail 
ahead of them. They had no choice but to stop and wait until 
the storm passed. They turned the sled over and piled up snow 
to shelter themselves against the wind, but even in their shelter 
the travellers could feel the cold penetrating their very bones. 
After several hours of struggling to keep warm and awake, the 
bishop’s guide made his confession and gave in to his urge to 
sleep, while the bishop kept watch and struggled on. 

Mid Snow & Ice: ApostlesMid Snow & Ice: Apostles
of the Northwest, Part IIof the Northwest, Part II

Fr. Matthew Jagas, FSSP

Ven. Vital-Justin Grandin
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eternal life (baptismal water) and bread that had come down 
from heaven. When Fr. Faraud first ventured into the territory 
of the Yellow-Knife on Great Slave Lake, they received him 
with great delight. One man said to him: “Look at my white 
hairs… I have often begged God to let me see His praying 
man… Now at last I see you, before I go into the ground. I 
know that you bring the water which makes the heart clean 
and new. Before you go away you will pour it over me, and 
then I shall die content.” 

As a bishop, Faraud heard of a small Beaver community who 
had suffered a terrible summer. When he journeyed to them, 
he found them severely starved and sick beyond recovery. 
They had, however, already heard of the blackrobes and that 

they had come to bring them eternal life. He asked if they 
wished to be baptized. They replied: “It is for this alone that 
we remain alive; we prayed to God to keep us alive until you 
could come.” After a short instruction, the bishop baptized 
them and returned to his mission.

In 1871, the Holy See approved a new division of the 
Northwest. St. Boniface became an archdiocese and Taché 
its Archbishop, the southern half of Alberta became the new 
diocese of St. Albert, with Grandin as its first bishop, and 
the rest of the northwest became the Vicariate of Athabaska-
Mackenzie, with Faraud as its Vicar. By the end of the century, 
the Oblates had firmly established Christ’s Church in the 
frozen lands of the Northwest and it had now been formed 
into complete ecclesiastical provinces. More Oblates poured 
in from France and Eastern Canada to build the small mission 
houses into permanent churches and the churches into 
established parishes. In 1937, the Oblates established their 
northern-most mission on the shores of the Arctic Ocean: 
Our Lady of Grace Mission in Tuktoyaktuk, Northwest 
Territories.

Today, across the Canadian Northwest, one finds many 
monuments celebrating the Oblates’ legacy in Canada. 
Many of the first Churches they built still stand as cultural 
landmarks in the Northwest. Perhaps the most touching 
of these monuments are the O.M.I. cemeteries scattered 

throughout the Northwest. Looking at the tombstones, one 
is struck by the ages one finds upon them; in the cold, harsh 
Northwest, many Oblates died before they reached the age 
of 40. They had left behind them families, friends, culture 
and comfort to follow the call of their order “to evangelize 
the poor” wherever they might be found. As they endured the 
hardships of the North, no doubt the words of their Divine 
Master often echoed in their ears: “Amen, I say to you, there 
is no man that hath left home or parents or brethren or wife 
or children, for the kingdom of God’s sake, Who shall not 
receive much more in this present time, and in the world to 
come life everlasting” (Luke 18:29-30). They truly merited 
the title given to them by Pope Pius XI: “The martyrs of the 
cold.”  
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A total of 320 children were enrolled in last year’s Catechism Classes at Post Falls. Fr. Komorowski visited the apostolate and classes.

Visits by the Provincial
Fr. Lawrence visited our Florida apostolates in December, 
particularly Miami, and visited Dayton in January to celebrate 
the church’s 100th anniversary.

Blue Mass at North American Martyrs

On  S u n d a y , 
October 12th, 

North American 
M a r t y r s  Pa r i s h 
celebrated its annual 
“B lue  Mas s”  t o 
honor and pray for 
first responders. The 
name comes from 
the  blue  uniforms 
police officers would 
traditionally  wear to 
this Mass. The Blue Mass began in 1934 in Washington, D.C. 
with the Catholic police and fireman’s society. It is normally 
celebrated near the feast of St. Michael the Archangel. This 
year the Seattle Pipes and Drums played before and after 
this Mass, and regional honor guards were present.

Stay 
Connected 

@fsspna @fsspna FSSP North American Province: 
Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter

The Bosco Way: St. John Bosco’s  
Preventative Method in Action 

Bosco Ministries enacts the Preventative Method of St. John 
Bosco through adventurous Catholic experiences led by 
FSSP priests and seminarians. By bringing the participants 
into an experience of closeness, affirmation, and adventure 
in relationship with the clergy, each participant is given a 
true human closeness with the Catholic Church. In an age 
of technology that downplays real human connection in 
general, it can be a struggle for clergy to have a meaningful 
connection with the faithful they serve.

Visit www.boscoministries.org/memento to learn more 
about how Bosco Ministries facilitates those connections 
through its various programs, which are open for application 
now! By having FSSP priests and seminarians lead them, 
Bosco Ministries’ programs are the answer to real connection 
and fruitful formation. 

P L A N N E D  G I V I N G S P O T L I G H T

Remembering the FSSP and OLGS in Your Estate
Your Legacy Gift makes our Future a Reality

The wonderful work being done at the FSSP’s seminary and parishes throughout  
the Province would not be possible without the many charitable legacy gifts of the past.

Will you help ensure that these works continue in the future by naming  
the FSSP or OLGS to a gift in your Will or Trust?

Join our Legacy Society and receive spiritual benefits now  
in anticipation of your future estate gift!

Contact Joe Gardner to receive helpful guidance and assistance: 
(570) 319-5271, jgardner@fssp.com, or via mail at Provincial Headquarters.

News NotesNews Notes
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Over the past 37 years, The Priestly Fraternity of St. 
Peter (FSSP) has ordained over 350 priests to bring the 
traditional Latin Mass and Sacraments to people around 
the world. In more than 50 cities across North America, 
we preach, teach, and sanctify faithful Catholics. And at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary, we form over eighty 
seminarians to become the priests of tomorrow. 



jejunemus . e t . immutemur
    habitu 

 in .  cenere .  et .  cilicioAs a Society of Apostolic Life of Pontifical Right 
established by Pope St. John Paul II, our mission is 
to use the ancient liturgy as a wellspring to form 
our priests in the traditions of the Church to serve 
at the altar and in the parish to bring the fullness 
of Christ into the emptiness of the world.




